JPRS 74928 
14 January 1980 


East Europe Report 


POLITICAL, SOCIOLOGICAL AND MILITARY AFFAIRS 


No. 1754 


Extracts from Hoxha's Book on Stalin 


|sBIS] FOREIGN BROADCAST INFORMATION SERVICE 











NOTE 


JPRS publications contain information primarily from foreign 
newspapers, periodicals and books, but also “rom news agency 
transmissions and broadcasts. Materials from foreign-language 
sources are transiated; those from Engiish-language sources 
are transcribed or reprinted, with the original phrasing and 
other characteristic; retained. 


Headlines, editorial reports, and material enclosed in brackets 
[] are supplied by JPRS. Processing indicators such as [Text] 
or [Excerpt] in the first line of each item, or following the 
last line of a brief, indicate how the original information was 
processed. Where no processing indicator is given, the infor- 
mation was summarized or extracted. 


Unfamiliar nam:s rendered phonetically or translite.ated are 
enclosed in parontteses. Words or names preceded by « ques- 
tion mark and enclosed in parentheses were not clear in the 
original but have teen supplied as appropriate in context. 
Other unattributed parenthetical notes within the body of an 
item originate with the source. Times within items are as 
given by source. 


The contents of this publication in no way represent the poli- 
cies, views or attitudes of the U.S. Government. 


PROCUREMENT OF PUBLICATIONS 


JPRS publications may be ordered from the National Technical 
Information Service, Springfield, Virginia 2216]. In order- 
ing, it is recommended that the JPRS number, title, date and 
author, if applicable, of publication be cited. 


Current JPRS publications are announced in 


Supouncenente issued semi-monthly by the notional facet 
ormation Service, and are listed in the ee 
U.S. Government Publications issued by the Super to 


Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 
20402. 








Indexes to this report (by keyword, author, personal names, 
title and series) are available from Bell & Howell, Old 
Mansfield Road, Wooster, Ohio 44691. 


Correspondence pertaining to matters other than procurement 
may be addressed to Joint Publications Research Service, 
1000 North Glebe Road, Arlington, Virginia 22201. 

















$0272 191 



































- UMENTATION | ®EPORT WO | 3 Recipient's Accession No a. 
aa JPRS 74928 | 
4. Title ond Suttle = — Tian age : ee Tl & Repert Octe — 
EAST EUROPE REPORT: POLITICAL, SOCIOLOCICAL, AND 14 January 1980 ; 
MILITARY AFFAIRS, No. 1754 6 ae 

4 . - 4 
' 7. Aothor(s) 8B Performing Orgenizet on Rept Le 
re Pertor- wing Organization Name end Address 10. Propect/Tesk/Work Unt No 7 
loint Publications Research Service | 
| 1000 North Glebe Road 11. Contract or GrertiG) No ae 
| Arlington, Virginia 22201 (c) | 
(G) 
2 a a a j 

1.. Spor soring Orgenizetion Meme end Adoress 13. Type of Report & Period Covered 
As above 











15. Supplemanrtery Notes 








| Extracts from Hoxha's Book on Stalin | 
= _ 
; 


16. Abdetrect (Lirmt 200 words) 





, This serial report contains information on official party and government | 
pronouncements and writings on significant domestic political developments; 
information on general sociological problems and developments in such areas | 
as demography, manpower, public health and welfare, education, and mass 





organizations; and articles on military and civil defense, organization, theory, 
budgets, and hardware. 


ee ee ee ee + 





——— —— ——_— + 4 


17. Decument Anetysie #8 Descriptors 





___ International Affairs Propaganda 
x Albania Political Science 
_ Bulgaria Sociology 
___ Czechoslovakia Military Organizations 
_ German Democratic Rep:blic 
_ Hungary 
__ Poland 
___ Romania 


Yugoslavia 


» identifiers /Open Ended Termes 


© COSATI Fieta/Grove SD, SK, 15 











‘Uintimtted Availability — a ae 
Sold by NTIS _UN CLASSIFIED — 
a Springtield, Virginia 22161 | UNCLASSIFIED | dia 
(See ANS!-Z799 18) See instructions on Reverse OPTIONAL FORM 772 (4-77) 


(Formerly MTIS—35) 
Department of Commerce 











JPRS 74928 


14 January 1980 


EAST EUROPE REPORT 
POLITICAL, SOCIOLOGICAL AND MILITARY AFFAIRS 


No. 1754 


EXTRACTS FROM HoxHA’s Book on STALIN 


CONTENTS 


ALBANIA 


Extracts From Enver Hoxha's Book on Stalin--Part I 
(Enver Hoxhas ATA, 21-25 Dec 79) cecccccceccccccsccccecs 


Extracts From Enver Hoxha's Book on Stalin--Part VI 
(Enver Hoxha; ATA, 26 Dec 79) COSCO EOE EEO EEE EEE HS 


Extracts From Enver Hoxha's Book on Stalin--Part VII 
(Enver Eoxha; ATA, 27 Dec 79) COSHH OSES EEE EES 


PAGE 


51 


65 


ole tw (III - EE - 63] 














ALBANIA 


EXTRACTS FROM ENVER HOXHA'S BOOK ON STALIN--PART I 
AU221520 Tirana ATA in English 21-25 Dec 79 


("Extracts from the book by Comrade Enver Hoxha ‘With Stalin’ (Memoirs)"-- 
ATA headline: Part One] 


‘Text] Tirana, 21 Dec (ATA)--From today, we will begin to transmit extracts 
from the new book by Comrade Enver Hoxha "With Stalin” (Memoirs), which came 
off the press recently on occasion of the centenary of the birth of the 
great Marxist-Leninist J. V. Stalin. 


This book consists of two parts. The first part contains Comriide Enver 
Hoxha’s writing "On the Centenary of the Birth of Joseph Stalin", while 
the second part includes his memoirs from the rsetings with Statin during 
1947-1952 period. 


All the materials of this book are published i»>r the first time. 

Soon this book will be published in several foreign languages. 

On the Centenary of the Birth of Joseph Stalin 

The writing entitled "On the Centenary of the Birth of Joseph Stalin" reads: 
Joseph Stalin outstanding leader of the proletariat of Russia and the 

world, loyal friend of the Albanian people, dear friend of the oppressed 
peoples of the whole world - 

December 21 this year, writes Comrade Enver Hoxha, marks the centenary of 
the birth of Joseph Stalin, the much-beloved and outstanding leader of the 
proletariat of Russia and the world, the loyal friend of the Albanian 


people, and the dear friend of the oppressed peoples of the whole world 
fighting for freedom, independence, democracy and socialism. 


Stalin's whole life was characterized by an unceasing fierce struggle 
against Russian capitalism, against world capitalism. against imperialism 























and against the anti-Marxist and anti-Leninist currents and trends which 
had placed themselves in the service of world reaction and capital, beside 
Lenin and under his leadership, he was one of the inspirers and leaders of 
the great October socialist revolution, an unflinching militant of the 
Bolshevik Party. 


After the death of Lenin, for 30 years on end, Stalin led the struggle for 
the triumph and defence of socialism in the Soviet Union, that is why there 
is great love and respect for Stalin and loyalty to him and his work in the 
hearts of the proletariat and the peoples of the world. That is also why 
the capitalist bourgeoisie and world reaction display never-ending hostility 
towards this loyal disciple and outstanding, resolute co-fighter of Vladimir 
Ilyich Lenin. 


-~ Stalin Stood Firm Beside Lenin - 


Stalin earned his place among the great classics of Marxism-Leninism, writes 
Comrade Enver Hoxha further on, with his stern and principled struggle for 
the defence, consistent implementation and further development of the ideas 
of Marx, Engels and Lenin, with his keen mind and special ability, he was 
able to find his bearings even in the most ¢ifficult times, when the 
bourgeoisie and reaction were doing everything in their power to hinder the 
triumph of the great October socialist revolution. 


ihe difficulties facing the Russian proletariat in the realization of its 
aspirations were immense, because capitalism reigned in Russia and the 
world. But capitalism had already produced its own grave-digger--the prole- 


tariat, the most revolutionary class which was to lead the revolution. This 
class was to fulfill its historic mission successfully, in merciless struggle 
against its enemies, and through this struggle, win its rights and freedoms, 
and take political power into its own hands. On this course, the proletariat 
was to wrest political and economic power from its oppressors and exploiters 
--the capitalist bourgeoisie, and build the new world. Vladimir Ilyich, 
together with the other Bolsheviks, through an intensive revolutionary 
struggle within Russia and abroad, in the conditions of the decay of Czarism 
and its army, prepared and launched the ;reat proletarian socialist revolu- 
tion. 


Lenin's plan of genius for the triumph of the revolution was realized. 
After the great revolution, which shook the old world and opened up a new 
epoch in the history of mankind--the epoch of the liquidation of oppression 
and exploitation, was crowned with success, Lenin continued the struggle 
for the construction of the first socialist state, Lenin's devoted collabo- 
rator, Joseph Vissarionovich Stalin, fought and worked together with him. 


(AU221521] The Bolshevik Party had to be tempered, the building of the 
state of the dictatorship of the proletariat, as the principal issue of 
the revolution, had to be completed and the foundations of the socialist 





economy laid in the course of this class st vuegle. Therefore, fundam .tal 
reforms hud to be carried out in all sectors of life, but on a new cou)'se, 
in a new spirit, with a new purpose. Marx's theory on philosophy, politi- 
cal economy and scientl ‘ic socialism had to be applied in « creative manner 
and under the concrete conditions of Czarist Russia. 


All these aims were to be realized under the leadership of the proletariat, 
as the most advanced and most revolutionary class, relying on its alliance 
with the poor and middle peasantry. After the creation of the new state 
power, a great and heroic struggle had to be vaged to improve the economic 
and cultural life of the peoples liberated from the yoke of Czarism and 
foreign capital of other European countries, in this titanic struggle, 
stresses Comrade Enve;: Hoxha, Stalin stood firm beside Lenin, he was a 
front-line fighter. 


- Stalin - A Worthy Continuer of the Work of Marx, Engels and Lenin - 


The more the new Soviet state became consolidated politically, the more 
industry developed in all its branches, the more the collective agriculture 
and the new socialist culture developed in the Soviet Union, writes Comrade 
Enver Hoxha, the fiercer the resistance of the external enemies and local 
reaction became. The enemies intensified this struggle especially after 
the death of Vladimir Ilvich Lenin. 


Before the body of Lenin, Stalin pledged that he would loyally follow his 
teachings, would carry out his behests to keep the lofty title of the 
communist pure, to safeguard and strengthen the unity of the Bolshevik 
Party, to preserve and ceaselessly steal the dictatorship of the prole- 
tariat, to constantly strengthen the alliance of the working class with 

the peasantry, to remain loyal to the end to the principles of proletarian 
internationalism, to defend the first socialist state from the ambitions 

of the local bourgeois and landowner enemies and the external imperialist 
enemies, who wanted to destroy it, and to carry the construction of social- 
ism through to the end in one-sixth of the earth. 


Joseph Stalin kept his word. He showed himself to be a worthy continuer 
of the work of Marx, Engels and Lenin, and gave brilliant proof that he 
was a great, clear-minded and resolute Marxist-Leninist. Stalin persis- 
tently implemented one of Lenin's main instructions about unhesitatingly 
purging the party of all opportunist elements, of any one who capitulates 
to the pressure of the bourgeoisie and imperialism and any view alien to 
Marxism-Leninism. The struggle Stalin waged at the head of the Bolshevik 
Party against the Trotskyites and Bukharinites was a direct continuation 
of the struggle waged by Lenin, a profoundly principled, salutary struggle, 
without which there would have been neither construction of socialism, nor 
any possibility of defending it. 


Joseph Stalin knew that the victories could be achieved and defended 
through efforts, sacrifices, through sweat and struggle. He never dis- 
played ill-founded optimism over the victories that were achieved and was 




















never pessimistic about the difficulties which emerged. On the contrary, 
Stalip was an exciptionally mature perscnality, prudent in his thoughts, 
decisions and actions, as the great man he was, Stalin was able to win 

the hearts of the party and people, to mobilize their energies, to temper 
the militants in battles, and uplift them politically and ideologically in 
order to carry out a great work, without precedent in istorv. 


[AU221522] The Stalin five-year plans for the deveiopment of the economy 
and culture transformed the world's first socialist country into a big 
socialist power. Guided by the teaching of Lenin about giving priority to 
heavy industry in the socialist industrialization, the 3olshevik Party 
headed by Stalin equipped the country with a very powerful industry for 
the production of means of production, with a giant maciine-building indus- 
try, capable of ensuring the rapid development of the entire people's 
economy and all the necessary means, as well as an impregnable defense. 

As Stalin said, the socialist heavy industry was set up "relying on the 
internal forces, without enslaving credits and loans from abroad." It 

was Stalin who elaborated Lenin's cooperativist plan more thoroughly, who 
led the implementation of this plan in fierce struggle with the enemies of 
socialism, with the Kulaks, the Bukharinite traitors, with the innumerable 
difficulties and obstacles which stemmed not only from enemy activity, but 
also from the lack of experience and from the feeling of private property 
which had deep roots in the consciousness of the peasants. 





The build-up of economic and cultural strength helped the consolidation 
of the state of the dictatorship of the proletariat in the Soviet Union. 
At the head of the Bolshevik Party, Stalin organized and ran the Soviet 
state in a masterly way, further perfected its functioning as always on 
the Marxist-Leninist course, developed the structure and superstructure 
of society on the basis of the internal political situation and economic 
development, while never losing sight of the external situations, that is, 
the rapacious aims and the sinister intrigues concocted by the bourgeois- 
capitalist states in order to impede the construction of the new state of 
the proletarians. 


- No Mistake of Principle Can Be Found ia the Works of Stalin - 


World capitalism regarded the Soviet Union as its dangerous enemy, there- 
fore from outside it endeavoured to isolate it, while it encouraged and 
organized the plots of renegades, spies, traitors and rightists from 
within. The dictatorship of the proletariat struck down these dangerous 
enemies without mercy. All the traitors were put on public trial. At 

that time, their guilt was proved most convincingly with incontrovertible 
evidence. The bourgeois propaganda raised a big fuss about the trials con- 
ducted in the Soviet Union on the basis of the revolutionary law against 
the Tretskyites, Bukharinites, the Radeks, Zinovyevs, Kamenyevs, Pyatakovs 
and Tukhachevskys. It stepped up and raised to a system its campaign of 
slander and denigration against the just struggle of the Soviet state, the 
Bolshevik Party and Stalin that defended the life of their peoples, defended 
the new socialist system built with the blood and sweat of the workers and 











peasants, defended the great October revolution and “‘\e purit~ of Marxism- 
Leninisn. 


What slander did the external enemies not invent, especially against 
Joseph Stalin, the continuer of the work of Marx and Lenin, the talented 
leader of the Soviet Union, whom they accused of being a “bloody tyrant”, 
and “murderer”. All these slanders wer2 remarkable for their cynicism. 
No, Stalin was no tyrant, no despot. He was a man of principle, he was 
just, modest and very kindly and considerate towards people, the cadres, 
and his colleagues. That is wny his party, the peoples of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics and the entire world proletariat loved him so 
much. This is how millions of communists and outstanding personalities, 
revolutionaries and progressive people throughout the world knew Stalin. 


,.AU221523] Consistent Marxist-Leninist revolutionary ideas cun like a red 
thread through all Stalin's thoughts and works. Whether written or apf lied 
in practice, stresses Comrade Enver Hoxha, no mistake of principle can be 
found in the works of this outstanding Marxist-Leninist. His work was 
well weighed up in the interests of the proletariat and the werking masses, 
in the interests of the revolution, socialism and communism, in the in- 
terests of national liberation and anti-imperialist struggles. He was not 
eclectic in his theoretical and political opinions, nor was he vacillating 
in his practical actions. He who relied on the sincere friendship of Jose; 
Stalin was confident in his onward march towards a happy future for his 
people. He who deviated could not escape the keen vigilance and judgment 
of Joseph Stalin. This judgment has its roots in the great ideas of the 
Marxist-Leninist theory which had crystallized in his brilliant mind and 
pure soul. Throughout his whole lifetime he knew how to keep a firm hold 
on the helm and steer a correct course to socialism amongst the waves and 
storms created by enemies. 


Stalin knew when and to what extent compromises should be made provided 
they did not violate the Marxist-Leninist ideology, but on the contrary, 
were to the benefit of the revolution, socialism, the Soviet Union and 
the triends of the Soviet Union. 


- The Work of Stalin was Approved by the World Proletariat and the Peoples - 


The proletariat, the Marxist-Leninist parties, the genuine communists and 
all the progressive peopie in the world, continues Comrade Enver Hoxha, 
considered the salutary actions of the Bolshevik Party and Stalin in defense 
of the new socialist state and socio-economic order to be just, reasonable 
and necessary. The work of Stalin was approved by the world proletariat 
and the peoples, because they saw that he fought agains? the oppression and 
exploitation which they felt on their own backs. The peoples saw that the 
Slanders against Stalin came precisely from those monsters who organized 
mass tortures and kiilings in capitalist society, those who were the cause 
of starvation, poverty, unemployment and so much misery, hence they did not 
believe these slanders. 











Millions of proletarians throughout the world rose against these enemies 

in big strikes and powerful demonstrations in the city streets, aid attacked 
the factories and plants of the capitaiists. The peoples rose in struggle 
against the colonizers to win their democratic treedoms and raghts. These 
actions were, at the same time, an all-round international suppor: for the 
Soviet Union and Stalin, which helped tv strengthen the new state of the 
Soviets and enhance its great authority in the world. 


All the communists throughouc the world who were fighting against world 
capitalism were called “azgents™ of the Soviet Union and stalin by the 
bourgeoisie and the renegades from Marxism-Leninism. But the comnunists 
were honest peuple, they were nobody's agents, but were simply loyal 
supporters of the doctrine of Marx. Engels, Lenin and Stalin. They 
supported the Soviet Union because in its policy they saw their great 
support for the triumph of communist ideas, they saw a clear example of 
how they should develop their struggle and increase their efforts to win 
the battles one after the other, to defeat the enemies and rid themselves 
of the voke of the power of capital and build the new, socialist social 
order. 


- No Slander Can Deny the Exceptionally Great Role Played ty Stalin in 
che Historic Victory Over Fascism - 


Wh le world capitalism was growing weaker as an out-dated order in decay, 
ialism in the Soviet Union, writes Comrade Enver Hoxha, was triumphing 
as the new order of the future and becoming an ever more powerful support 
for the world revolution. In these circumstances capitalism was absolutely 
compelled to employ all its means to strike a mortal blow at the great 
socialist state of the proletarians, which was showing the world the way 
to escape from exploitation, therefore the capitalists prepared and launched 
World War II. Yhey raised, supported, incited and armed the Hitlerites for 
the “ ay against Bolshevism", against the Soviet Union, and to realize their 
dream of “living space” in the east. The soviet Union understood the danger 
which threatened it. Stalin was vigilant, he knew full well that the 
slanders concocted against him by the international capitalist bourgeoisie, 
alleging thac he was not fighting the rising Naxism and fascism, were 
sicgans to be expected fron this bourgeoisie and the Hitlerite fifth column, 
in order to deceive world opinion and realize their plans for an attack on 
the Soviet Union. 


[AU221524] The 7th Congress of the Comintern, held in 1935, rigltly 
described fascism as the greatest enemy of the peoples in the concrete 
circumstavces of that time. On the direct initiative of Stalin, this 
congress launched the slogan of the peoples anti-fascist united front, 
which should be created in every country with the aim of exposing the 
aggressive plans and predatory activity of the fascist states, so that the 
peoples would rise against these plans and this activity in order to avert 
a new imperialist war which was threatening the world. 

















Never for any moment did Stal:.. losz sight of the danger threateaing the 
Soviet Union. At all time he zought resolutely and gave clear-cut instruc- 
tions that the party must be tempered for the coming battles, th~: the 
Soviet peoples must be united in a steei-like Marxist-Leninist uwity, that 
the Soviet economy must be consolidated on the socialist road, that the 
defense of the Soviet Union must be strengthened with material weans and 
cadres, and have a revolutionary strategy with revolutionary tactics. It 
was Stalin who showed and provei through facts from life itself, that the 
imperialists are warmongers and that imperiatism is the bearer of predatory 
wars. Therefore, he instructed that people must be continuously vigilant 
and always prepared to cope with any action by the Hitlerite Nazis, the 
Italian fascists, and the Japanese militarists, together with the other 
capitalist world powers. Stalin's word was prized above gold, it became 

a guide for the proletarians and the peoples of the world. 


Stalin proposed to the governments of the big capitalist powers of Western 
Europe that an alliance should be formed against the Hitlerite plague, but 
these government rejected such a proposal, indee! they even violated the 
alliances they had previously signed with the Soviet Union, because they 
hoped the Hitlerites would eliminate tix: "seed of Bolshevism” and pull the 
chestnuts out of the fire for them. 


Faced with such an extremely sericus and dangerous situation, and being 
unable to convince the government ofiicials of the so-called Western 
democracies to conclude a joint anti-fascist alliance, Stalin considered 
it appropriate to work so that war against the Soviet Union was postponed, 
in order to gain time to further strengthen its deiense. To this end, he 
Signed the non-aggression pact with Germany. This pact was to serve as a 
modus vivendi to stave off the danger temporarily, because Stalin saw the 
Hitlerite aggressiveness, and had made and was continuing to make prepara- 
tions against it. 


Man’ bourgeois and rovisionist politicians and historians allege that the 
Hit‘erite aggression found the Soviet Union unprepared and for this lay 

the blame on Stalin, but the facts refute this slander. Everyone knows 

that Hitlerite Germany, as an aggressive state, violating the non-aggres- 
sicn pact in a piratical and perfidious manner, took advantage of strategic 
surprise and the numerical superiority of the huge force of about 200 divi- 
sions of its own and its al’ies, and threw them into a “blitzkrieg” by means 
of which, according to Hitler's plans, the Soviet Union was to be overrun 
and conquered within not more than two months. 


But everyone knows what happened in reality. The “blitzkrieg”, which had 
succeeded everywhere in Western Europe, failed in the east. Being very 
strong behing the lines, with the support of all the Soviet peoples, in 

its withdrawal the Red army exhausted the enemy forces until it pinned them 
down, then it counter-attacked and smashed them with successive blows, until 
finally it forced Hitlerite Germany to surrender unconditionally. 











History has already recorded the decisive role ci the Soviet Unicun in the 
defeat of Hitlerite Germany and the annihi ativo of fascism iu general in 
World War II. 


How could Hitler's plan of “blitzkrieg” again. t the Soviet Union have been 
defeated and how could that country have playi'd such a major role in saving 
mankind frem fascist bondage without all-sided prior preparation for defense, 
without the steel strengthened vitality of the e2cialist system which with- 
stood its greatest and most difficult test in World War II? How can these 
victories be separated from the exceptionally great role played by Stalin, 
both in prerering the country to withstand the imperialist aggression, and 
in the rout of Hitlerite Germany and in the historic victory over fascism? 
Any diabolical attempts by the Khrushchevite revisionists to separate Stalin 
from the party and Soviet people in connection with the decisive role of the 
socialist state in this victory is smashed to smithereens in the face of the 
historic reality which no force can refute or diminish, let alone wipe out. 


{[AU221525] The war of the Soviet peoples, with Stalin at the head, led to 
the liberation of a series of countries and peoples from Nazi bondage, 


brought about the establishment of "s democracy in several countries 
of Eastern Europe and gave a power .i impulse to the national liberation, 
anti-imperialist and anti-colonia t struggles, so that the colonial system 
disintegrated and collapsed, and t. cated e new ratio of forces in the 


world in favor of socialism and the revolution. 


Khrushchev was so shameless as to accuse Stalin of being a person “shut 
away" from the reality, who allegedly did not know the situation in the 
Soviet Union and the world, who allegedly did not know where the forces 
of the Red army were deployed and commanded them using a school globe as , 


his map. 


Eves sguch beads of world capitalism as Churchill, Roosevelt, Truman, Eden, 
Montgomery, Hopkins and others were obliged to recognize the incontestable 
merits of Stalin, although at the same time, made no secret of their hos- 
tility t. wards the Marxist-Leninist policy and ideology and Stalin per- 
sonally. : have read their memoirs and seen that these heads of capitalism 
‘peak with respect about Stalin as a statesman and military strategist, 
describe him as a great man “endowed with a remarkable sense of strategy”, 
“with an unrivalled sharpness of mind in the rapid comprehension of prob~ 
lems". Churchill said about Stalin, "I respect this great and brilliant 
man.... very few people is the world could have understood the problems 
over which we had been at a loss tor months on end, like this, in so few 
minutes. He had grasped everything in a second." 


The Khrushchevites wanted to create the illusion that not Stalin, but they, 
had allegedly led the great patriotic war of the Soviet Union against 
Nazism, but the whole world knows that during that time they were sheltering 
under the shadow of Stalia to whom they sang hypocritical hymns of praise, 
saying: "We owe all our victories and successes to the great Stalin", etc., 


etc., at a time when «hey were preparing to blow up these victories. 











The genuine hymns, which came from the heart, were sung by the glorious 
Soviet soldiers who went into the historic battles with the name of Stalin 
on their lips. 


- The Albanian Communists and People Felt the Great Role of Stalin Very 
Strongly and Intimately - 


Although far from the Soviet Union, writes Comrade Enver Hoxha, the 
Albanian communists and people felt the great role of Stalin very strongly 
and intimately, at the gravest moments our country experienced during the 
Italian and German fascist occupation, when the fate of our homeland, 
whether it would remain in bondage or emerge into freedom and light, was 
decided. During the most difficult days of the war, Stalin was always 
beside us. He boosted our hopes, illuminated our perspective, steeled 

our hearts and will, and increased our confidence in victory. Many a time, 
the last words of the Albanian communists, patriots, and partisans who gave 
their lives on the battlefield or facing the enemy's gallows, machinegun or 
automatic rifle, were: "Long live the communist party." "Long live Stalin." 
More than once it has occurred that in piercing the hearts of the sons and 
daughters of our people, the enemy's bullets, at the same time, pierced the 
works of Stalin which they guarded in their bosoms as a much cherished 
treasure. 


[AU221526] - After World War II, the Correctness of Stalin's Policy Set 
the Tone in Major International Problems - 


Despite the open and disguised efforts of the internal and external enemies 
of the Soviet Union to sabotage socialism after World War II, the correct- 
ness of Stalin's policy set the tone in major international problems. The 
war-devastated land of the Soviets, which lost 20 million people on the 
oattlefields, was reconstructed with astounding rapidity. This great work 
was carried out by the Soviet people, the working class and the collective 
farm peasantry, led by the Bolshevik Party and the great Stalin. 


In the years of World War II revisionism, writes Comrade Enver Hoxha 

further on, emerged with the betrayal of Browder, ex-general secretary of 
the CP of the USA, who, together with his revisionist associates, dissolved 
the party and placed themselves in the service of American imperialism. 
Browder was for the liquidation of any demarcation line between the bour- 
geoisie and the proletariat, between capitalism and socialism, for their 
merging in a single world, was against the revolution and civil war and 

for the peaceful co-existence of classes in society. We can say that with 
this “white line”, with his capitulationist policy, Browder preceded Tito, 
who, because of his anti-Marxist and anti-Leninist views and stands, entered 
into ideological and political conflict with the Soviet Union at the time of 
the war, although this conflict broke out openly after the war. Joining the 
chorus of the bourgeois propaganda and in order to earr the credits he 
received from the imperialists, writes Comrade Enver Hoxha, Tito, among other 
things, slandered that Stalin allegedly prepared the attack against Yugo- 
Slavia. Time proved that Tito was lying. 











In the different talks which I have had the great honor to hold with 
Stalin, he has told me that there never was and never could be any thought 
vf the Soviet Union attacking Yugoslavia. We are communists, said Stalin, 
and will never attack any foreign country, hence, Yugoslavia either, but 
we shall expose Tito and the Titoites, because that is our duty as 
Marxists. Whether they keep Tito in power or overthrow him in Yugoslavia, 
this is an internal question which it is up to the peoples of Yugoslavia 
to settle, it is not up to us to interfere in this affair, he said. 


The Nikita Khrushchev gang was encourzged and supported in its slanders 
against Stalin by the renegade Josip Broz Tito, who had come out openly 
long before, and later by Mao Zedong and company and other revisionists 

of various shades. In reality, all of them were minions of capitalism, 

set on destroying socialism in the Soviet Union from within, preventing 
socialism from being built in Yugoslavia, and hindering the construction 
of socialism in China and the whole world, that is why they opposed Stalin, 
in whom they saw the strong man, whom they were unable to put anything 
across while he was alive. 


The traitors were the successors to the social-democrat, revisionist, 
opportunist renegaces of the second international, the continuers of their 
inglorious work in other circumstances and conditions. They claimed that 
they were making organizational changes “appropriate”™ to a war situation 
and working out allegedly new ideas to "correct" and "complement" Marxism- 
Leninism in accord with the “spirit of the time", etc. Irrespective of any 
formal differences they manifested in their opinions and attitudes, all this 
scum had the one aim: to combat Marxism-Leninism, to negate the absolute 
necessity of the proletarian revolution, to destroy socialism, to quell the 
class struggle and prevent the overthrow of the old capitalist society to 
its very foundations. 


[Part Two] 


{[AU261820] Tirana, 22 Dec (ATA)--Follow extracts from Comrade Enver 
Hoxha's writing "On the Centenary of the Birth of Josif Stalin" published 
in his new book "With Stalin" (Memoirs), which came off the press recently. 


- Stalin was a Genuine Internationalist - 


Stalin, writes Comrade Enver Hoxha, was a genuine internationalist. He 
took good account of the special feature that the Soviet state was created 
by the union of many republics which composed of many people, many 
nationalities, therefore he perfected the state organization of these 
republics while respecting their equal rights. With the correct Marxist- 
Leninist policy he pursued on the national question, Stalin succeeded in 
moulding and tempering the militant unity of the different peoples of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. While at the head of the party and 
Soviet state, he made his contribution to transforming the prison of the 
peoples--the old Czarist Russia, into a free, independent and sovereign 


10 














country, where the peoples and the republics lived in harmony, friendship 
and unity with equal rights. Stalin knew the nations and their historical 
formation, he knew the different characteristics of the culture and psy- 
chology of each people and handled them in the Marxist-Leninist way. 


The internationalism of Josif Stalin is clearly apparent also in the rela- 
tions that were established among the countries of people's democracy which 
he considered free, independent, sovereign states, close allies of the 
Soviet Union. He never envisaged these states as dominated by the Soviet 
Union, either politically or economically. This was a correct Marxist- 
Leninist policy which Stalin followed. 


{in my memoirs I have written of the request I made to Josif Stalin in 1947 
in regard to the creation of some joint Albanian-Soviet companies, which 
were to utilize our underground wealth. He told me that they did not set 
up joint companies with the fraternal countries of people's democracy, and 
explained to me that even some step which had been taken at first in this 
direction with some country of people's democracy, they had considered 
mistaken and given up. It is our duty, continued Stalin, to provide the 
countries of people's democracy with the technology we possess and the eco- 
nomic aid we are able to give, aid we shall always be ready to support 
them. This is what Stalin thought and that is how he acted. 


The Khrushchevites, on the contrary, did not follow such a course. They 
embucked on the road of cunning capitalist collaboration, creating a 
military, political and economic "unity" with the former countries of 
people's democracy in their own interests and to the detriment of others. 


They transformed the Warsaw Treaty into an instrument to keep their new 
colonies in bondage, in forms and ways allegedly socialist. They frans- 
formed COMECON from an organization of mutual economic aid, which it was 
in the time of Stalin, into a means of control and exploitation of its 
member countries. 


Thus the policy of Josif Stalin on all the major political, ideological 
and economic problems was one thing, while the policy of the Khrushchevite 
and other modern revisionists is quite another thing. Stalin's policy was 
principled and internationalist, while that of the Soviet revisionists is 
a capitalist policy, enslaving for the other peoples who have fallen or 
are falling into their trap. 


[AU261825] The imperialists, Tito, the Khrushchevites and all other 
enemies accused Stalin, alleging that after World War II he divided up 
the spheres of influence in agreement with the former anti-fascist 
allies--the United States of America and Great Britain. Time has con- 
signed this accusation to the rubbish bin, just as it did with all the 
rest. After World War II, Stalin defended with exemplary justice the 
peoples, their national liberation struggle and their national and social 
rights against the greed of his former allies in the anti-fascist war. 
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The enemies o! communism, ranging from international bourgeois reaction 
down to the Khrushchevites and all the other revisionists, have striven 
with every means to blacken and distort all the virtues, pure thoughts 
and just actions of this great Marxist-Leninist, and to discredit the 
first socialist state set up by Lenin and Stalin. 


- The Circumstances of Stalin's Death Are Not Clear - 


With great cunning the Khrushchevites, these new disciples of Trotsky, 
Bukharin, Zinoviev and Tukhachevsky, continues Comrade Enver Hoxha, in- 
cited conceit and the feeling of superiority in those who had taken part 

in the war. They encouraged privileges for the elite, opened the way to 
bureaucracy and liberalism in the party and the state, violated the true 
revolutionary norms, and zradually managed to implant the defeatist spirit 
among the people. They presented all the evils of their activity as if 

they were brought about by the "stern and sectarian stand, the method and 
style of work" of Stalin. This diabolical deed of those who cast the 

stone and hid the hand, served to deceive the working class, the collec- 
tive farm peasantry and the intellectuals and to set in motion all the 
dissident elements who had remained concealed until that time. [Word 
indistinct] career-seeking and degenerate elements were told that the time 
of "genuine freedom" had come for them, and this "freedom" was brought about 
by Nikita Khrushchev and his group. This is how the ground was prepared for 
the destruction of socialism in the Soviet Union, for the overthrow of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat and the establishment of a state of the 
“entire people” which in fact would be nothing but a dictatorial state of 
the fascist type as it is now. 


All this villainy emerged soon after the death, or to be more precise, 
after the murder of Stalin. I say after the murder of Stalin, because 
Mikoyan himself told me and Comrade Mehmet Shehu that they, together with 
Khrushchev and their associates, had decided to carry out a "“pokushenie", 
i.c., to make an attempt on Stalin's life, but later, as Mikoyan told us, 
they gave up this plan. It is a known fact that the Khrushchevites could 
hardly wait for Stalin to die. The circumstances of his death, stresses 
Comrade Enver Hoxha, are not clear. 


An unsolved enigma in this direction, writes Comrade Enver Hoxha, is the 
question of the "white smocks". The trial conducted against the Kremlin 
doctors, who, as long as Stalin was alive were accused of having attempted 
to kill many leaders of the Soviet Union. After Stalin's death these 
doctors were rehabilitated and no more was said about this question--but 
why was this question hushed up? Was the criminal activity of these 
doctors proved at the time of the trial, or not? The question of the 
doctors was hushed up, because had it been investigated later, had it been 
gone into thoroughly, it would have brought to light a great deal of dirty 
linen, many crimes and plots that the concealed revisioni:.cs, with Khrush- 
chev and Mixoyan at the head, had been perpetrating. This could be the 
explanation also for the sudden deaths within a very short time, of Gottwald, 








Bierut, Foster, Dimitrov and some others, all from curable illnesses, about 
which I have written in my unpublished memoirs, "The Khrushchevites and Us". 
This could prove to be th: true reason for the sudden death of Stalin, too. 


In order to attain their vile aims and to carry out their plans for the 
struggle against Marxism-Leninism and socialism, Khrushchev and his group 
liquidated many of the main leaders of the Comintern, one after the other, 
by silent and mysterious methods. Apart from others, they also attacked 
and discredited Rakosi, dismissed him from his post and interned him deep 
in the interior of the steppes of Russia, in this way. 


[AUZ61831] - The Khrushchevites Filled the Concentration Camps With 
Patriots - 


In the “secret" report delivered at their 20th Congress, Nikita Khrushchev 
and his associates threw mud at losif Vissarionovich Stalin and tried to 
defile him in the filthiest manner, resorting to the most cynical Trotskyite 
methods. After compromising some of the cadres of the leadership of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union, the Khrushchevites exploited them 
thoroughly and then kicked them out and liquidated them as anti-party ele- 
ments. The Khrushchevites headed by Khrushchev, who condemned the cult of 
Stalin in order to cover up their subsequent crimes against the Soviet Union 
and socialism, raised the cult of Khrushchev sky-high. 


Those top functionaries of the party and Soviet state attributed to Stalin 
the brutality, cunning perfidy and baseness of character, the imprisonment 
and murders which they themselves practiced and which were second nature of 
them. As long as Stalin was alive it was precisely those who sang hymns of 
praise to him in order to cover up their careerism and their underhand aims 
and actions. In 1949 Khrushchev described Stalin as the “leader and teacher 
of genius", said that "the name of Comrade Stalin is the banner of all the 
victories of the Soviet people, the banner of the struggle of the working 
people the world over." Mikoyan approved the works of Stalin as a "new, 
higher historical stage of Leninism."” Kosygin said, “we owe all our vic- 
tories and successes to the great Stalin,” etc., etc. while after his death 
they behaved quite differently. It was the Khrushchevites who strangled 

the voice of the party, strangled the voice of the working class and filled 
the concentration camps with patriots, it was they who released the dregs of 
treachery from prison. The Trotskyites and all the enemies, whom time and 
the facts had proved and have proved again now with their struggle as dissi- 
dents to be opponents of socialism and agents in the service of foreign 
capitalist enemies. 


- In Usurping the Power the Soviet Revisionist Chiefs Have Acted With 
Mafia-like methods - 


It is the Khrushchevites who, in conspiratorial and mysterious ways, 
"tried" and condemned not only the Soviet revolutionaries but also many 
persons from other countries. In my notes I have written of a meeting with 














the Soviet leaders, at which Khrushchev, Mikoyan, Molotov and some others 
were present. As Mikoyan was to go to Austria, Molotov turned to him and 
said half-jokingly: "Be careful not to make a ‘mess’ in Austria, as you 
did in Hungary." I immediately asked Molotov: "Why, was it Mikoyan who 
made the ‘mess’ in Hungary?" He replied: "Yes", and went on to say, "if 
Mikoyan goes back there again, they will hang him". Mikoyan, this covert 
anti-Marxist cosmopolitan answered: "If they hang me, they will hang Kadar, 
too”. But even if those two were hanged the intrigues and villainy against 
another country still remain immoral. 


Khrushchev, Mikoyan and Suslov first defended the conspirator Imre Nagy, 
and then condemned and executed him secretly somewhere im Romania. Who 
gave them the right to act in that way with a foreign citizen? Although 
he was a conspirator, he should have been subject only to trial in his own 
country and not to any foreign law, court or punishment. Stalin never did 
such things. 


No, Stalin never acted in that ray. he conducted public ‘rials against the 
traitors to the party and Sovic. s.ate. The party and Soviet peoples were 
told openly of the crimes they had committed. You never find in Stalin's 
actions such Mafia-like methods as you find in the actions of the Soviet 
revisionist chiefs. 


[AU261836] The Soviet revisionists have used and are still using such 
methods against one another in their struggle for power, just as goes on 
in every capitalist country. Khrushchev seized power through a putsch, 
and Brezhnev toppled him from the throne with a putsch. 


Brezhnev and company got rid of Khrushchev to protect the revisionist 
policy and ideology from the discredi~ and exposure resulting from his 
crazy behaviour and actions and embat..ssing buffoonery. He did not in 
any way reject Khrushchevism, the reports and decisions of the 20th and 
22nd congresses in which Khrushchevism is embodied. Brezhnev showed him- 
self to be so ungrateful to Khrushchev, whom he had previously lauded so 
high that he could not even find a hole in the wall of the Kremlin to put 
his ashes when he died. Meanwhile, neither the Soviet peoples, now world 
opinion have ever been informed of the real reasons for Khrushchev's down- 
fall. Even to this day, the “main reason" provided by the revisionist docu- 
ments is “his advanced age and deteriorating state of health". 


Stalin was not at all what the enemies of communism accused and accuse him 
of being. On the contrary, he was just and a man of principle. He knew 
how to help and combat those who made m takes, knew how to support, 
encourage and point out the special mer s of those who served Marxism- 
Leninism loyally, as the occasion requi: i. The question of Rokossovsky 
and that of Zhukov are now well-knowr. ien Rokossovsky and Zhukov made 
mistakes they were criticized and discha jed from their posts. But they 
were not cast off as incorrigible. On t: : contrary, they were warmly 











assisted and the moment it was considered that these cadres had corrected 
themselves, Stalin elevated them to responsible positious, promoted them 
marshals and at the time of the great patriotic war, charj;ed them with 
extremely important duties on the main fronts of the war igainst the 
Hitlerite invaders. Only a leader who had a clear concept of, and applied 
Marxist-Leninist justice in evaluating the work of people, with their good 
points and errors, could have acted as Stalin did. 


Following Stalin's death, Marshal Zhukov became a tool of Nikita Khrushchev 
and his group. He supported the treacherous activity of Khrushchev agait.st 
the Soviet Union, the Bolshevik Party and Stalin. Eventually, Nikita 
Khrushchev tossed Zhukov away like a squeezed lemon. He did the same with 
Rokoss«vsky and many other main cadres. 


Up till yesterday, the bourgeoisie and the revisionists, falsifying history 
through their propaganda, writes Comrade Enver Hoxha, have blackened Stalin's 
activity in people's minds, but now that people are clear about what the 
Khrushchevites, Titoites, Maoists, the “Eurocommunists”™ and others, are, 
and what the Hitlerites were, what the American imperialists and world 
capitalism are, they know why Stalin fought, why the Bolsheviks fought, why 
the proletarians and true Marxist-Leninists are fighting, and what their 
enemies, the currents and trends in the service of capitalism and the 
revisionists fight for. Those who think that communism has “failed” always 

have been and will surely be disappointed. Time is proving every day that 
our doctrine is alive and omnipotent. 


{AU261841] - We Albanian Communists Have Successfully Applied the Teachings 
of Stalin - 


We Albanian communists, stresses Comrade Enver Hoxha, have successfully 
applied the teachings of Stalin, in the first place, in order to have a 
strong steel-like party, always loyal to Marxism-Leninism, stern against 
the class enemies, and have taken great care to preserve the unity of 
thought and action in the party and to strengthen the unity of the party 
with the people. We have followed Stalin's teachings on the construct? on 
of socialist industry and the collectivization of agriculture, and have 
scored major successes. Our party and people will fight for the constant 
strengthening of the close alliance of the working class with the peasantry 
under the leadership of the working class. We will never be deceived by 
the flattery and tricks of enemies, whether internal or external, but will 
continue the class struggle, both internally and externally, and will al- 
ways be vigilant towards their evil activity. Otherwise, if we had not 
proved vigilant, if we had not applied the teachings of Marx, Engels, Lenin 
and Stalin faithfully, Albania would have sunk into the mire of modern 
revisionism, would no longer be independent and socialist, and we would no 
longer have the dictatorship of the proletariat, but slavery to the imperi- 
alist-revisionist powers. 


15 














Our party and people will continue the road of Karl Marx, Frederick Engels, 
Vladiair Ulyanov-Lenin and Iosif Stalin. The future generations of social- 
ist Albania will loyally follow the line of their beloved party. 


The Albanians, communists and non-party patriots, bow in respect to the 
memory of the glorious teacher, Iosif Stalin. On the occasion of the 
centenary of his birth, we remember with devotion the man who helped us, 
who enabled us to multiply the forces of our people whom the party made 

the all-powerful masters of their own destiny. For the deed of the libera- 
tion and the construction of socialism in our country also we are indebted 
to the internationalist aid of Stalin. His rich and very valuable experi- 
ence, underlines Comrade Enver Hoxha, has guided us on our road and our 
activity. 


In this jubilee year, our party is engaged in continuous wide-ranging 
activity to make the glorious life and work of the sveat Marxist-Leninist 
Joseph Stalin even better known. All the activity of our party from its 
founding to the present day testifies to its love and respect for and 
loyalty to the immortal doctrine of our great classics, and hence to the 
ideas of losif Stalin. And so it will be in our country, generation after 
generation. 


I, as a militant of the party, as one of its leaders, whom th: party has 
honored by sending me several times to meet Comrade Stalin, to talk with 
him abou our problems, our situation and to seek his advice and help, have 
tried to record my recollections of these meetings at the proper time, just 
as | have felt and seen the behaviour of Stalin towards the representative 
of a #rsil party and people like ours. In making these simple memoirs 
available for publication, I proceeded from the desire to help our commun- 
ists, working people and youth become acquainted with the figure of that 
great and immortal man. 


For us Marxist-Leninists and the innumerable sympathizers with the loftv 
ideals of the working class throughout the world, this centenary must serve 
to strengthen the fighting unity of our ranks. 


- "You Must Not Delay Reflecting Deeply About Your Future and That of 
Mankind" Stresses Comrade Enver Hoxha Addressing Himself to the Peoples 
of the Soviet Union - 


Now, the commemoration of this great jubilee of Stalin's birth, stresses 
Comrade Enver Hoxha, is the time for profound reflection by honest people 
everywhere in the world to find the correct road, to dispel from their 
minds the fog created by the capitalist bourgeoisie, the revisionist 
bourgeoisie, with the aim of paralyzing the revolutionary drive and the 
revolutionary thought of the masses. Revolutionary thought and action 
will lead the men of good will, the just men, the men of the people, on 
to the road of their escape from the yoke of capital. 
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{[AU261846] In commemorating Stalin and his work on the centenary of his 
birth, we Marxist-Leninists cannot fail to address ourselves directly to 
the peoples of the Soviet Union to tell them in the most frank and sincere 
manner : 


You, who rouzght and triumphed over the most dangerous enemies of humanity 
with the nare of Stalin on your lips, what are you going to do, are you 
going to remain silent on the occasion of this great jubilee? 


Since they cannot conceal the name and brilliant work of Stalin, the 
Khrushchevite revisionists, who left nothing unsaid against him, may wri -:e 
some few feeble words about him. But it is up to you, who carried out tie 
great October revolution, to remember your brilliant leader with profoun | 
respect. You must destroy the dictatorial fascist regime which is hidde: 
behind deceptive slogans. You must know that those who are leading you ire 
fascists, chauvinists and imperialists. They are preparing you as cannon 
fodder for a fierce imperialist war, to kill the peoples and burn and devai- 
tate countries which had great hopes in the homeland of Lenin and Stalin. 
This is not what the peoples of the world want you to be. If you go on like 
this, they can no longer respect you, but will hate you. 


The peoples of the world hate your present counterrevolutionary leaders, 
because the atomic weapons they are producing, the parades in Red Square 
and the military maneuvers they are organizing, have become threatening to 
the peoples and their freedom, just like those of American imperialism and 
world capitalism. The weapons and the army in the Soviet Union are no 
longer in the hands of the Soviet peoples and do not serve the liberation 
of the world proletariat. On the contrary, they are intended to oppress 
the Soviet and other peoples. 


You, continues Comrade Enver Hoxha, must understand and realize, that the 
enemies have long since turned you from the road of the revolution. The 
Khrushchevite revisionists are seeking to arouse in you feelings of 
superiority and domination over otheis. They claim they are using your 
great strength allegedly to combat American imperialism and world capi- 
talism, but this is false. Your rulers are in contradiction and alliance 
with American imperialism and world capitalism, not in the intereste of the 
revolution, but because of their imperialist ambitions and greed fo: the 
division of spheres of influence and domination over the peoples. 


The peoples of the world are worried whether you, the sons, grandsons and 
great-grandsons of those glorious fighters who carried out the great October 
socialist revolution, you, the Soviet proletarians, collective farmers, 
soldiers and intellectuals will proceed on this course hostile to the 
peoples, on to which those who rule you have led you, or will rise and 

fight on the revolutionary road with the names of Lenin and Stalin on your 
lips. The hope and desire of the world is that you will take the road of 
the revolution and march forward, shouting like your forbears: 

"Za Lenina," "Za Stalina," (For Lenin), (For Stalin) (Russ), for genuine 
socialism and against imperialism, social-imperialism and revisionism. 
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The traitor leadership does not inform you correctly about the sufferings 
of other peoples who are being killed in the streets in demonstrations 
against the blood-thirsty capitalists and imperialists. They do not tell 
you the truth about why the people in Iran, thirsting for freedom and 
independence, rise to their feet and topple the tyrannical shah, the tool 
of the American Imperialists. The Khrushchevite revisionist clique keep 
you in the dark about the sufferings of the Arab peoples, the peoples of 
the American continent and all the continents of the world, because it is 
imperialism and your treacherous leaders who inflict these sufferings on 
them. They tell you nothing about how they oppress the peoples of Africa, 
using your men and their vassals, you do not know about the intrigues the 
new Czars of the Kremlin hatch up in the world, you are not told that the 
friends of the Khrushchevites, the friends of your leadership to whem 
Nikita Khrushchev and his followers, headed by Brezhnev, opened the road 
of betrayal, are making common cause with the capitalists to the detriment 
of the working class and the interests of their peoples. You don't know 
many things about the sufferings and persecution of honest people in your 
country, because the present gang which oppresses you is silent about such 
things. 


[AU261851] You must know that the peoples have risen in revolution, that 
they are fighting heroically, while you, who constitute a great force, 
allow your traitor leaders to oppress you, delude you and put you to sleep. 


A ging of overlords has turned your country into a social-imperialist power. 
The road to salvation is that of the revolution which Marx, Engels, Lenin 
and Stalin have taught us. The Brezhnevs, Kosygins, Ustinovs and Yakubov- 
skys, like the Solzhenitsyns and Sakharovs, are counterrevolutionaries and 
as such must be overthrown and liquidated. 





Further on Comrade Enver Hoxha writes: You are a great power, but you have 
to regain the trust of the world proletariat, the trust of the peoples of 
the world, that great trust that Lenin and Stalin created through work and 
Struggle. You must not delay reflecting deeply about your future and that 
of mankind. The time has come for you to become what you were when Lenin 
and Stalin were alive--glorious participation in the proletarian revolution. 
Therefore, you must not remain under the yoke of enemies of the revolution 
and the peoples, enemies of the freedom and independence of states. You 
must never allow vourselves to become tools of an imperialism which is seek- 
ing to enslave the peoples, using Leninism as a mask. 


If you follow the road of the revolution and Marxism-Leninism, if you link 
yourselves closely with the world proletariat, then American imperialisa and 
the decaying capitalism in general will be shaken to their very foundations, 
the face of the world will be changed and socialism will triumph. 


You, the Soviet peoples, Soviet workers, collective farmers and soldiers, 
underlines Comrade Enver Hoxha, have great responsibilities and duties to 











mankind. You can perform these duties honorab!y by refusing io tolerate 
the domination of the barbarous clique which now prevails over the once 
glorious Bolshevik Party of Lenin and Stalin and over you. 


In your country the party is no longer a Marxist-Leninist party. You must 
build a new party of the Lenin-Stalin type through struggle. You must 
understand that the Soviet Union is no longer a union of peoples for freedom, 
in full harmony with one another. It was Bolshevism which succeeded in 
creating the fraternal unity of the peoples of the Soviet Union. Revisionism 
has done the opposite: It has split the peoples of your country, has aroused 
chauvinism in every republic, has incited hostility amongst them, has aroused 
the hatred of other peoples against the Russian people, whu were the vanguard 
in the revolution under the leadership of Lenin and Stalin. 


Wiil you go on allowing yourselves to be down-trodden? Will you go on 
allowing the deepening of the process of bourgeois degeneration in all 
fields of life in your country, as the revisionists are doing? Will you 
accept the yoke of a new capital, under the cloak of a false socialism? 


{[AU261856] We Albanian communists and people, like all the communists and 
freedom-loving peoples of the world, writes Comrade Enver Hoxha further on, 
have loved the true socialist Soviet Union of the time of Lenin and Stalin. 
We resolutely follow the road of Lenin and Stalin and have faith in the 

great revolutionary strength of the Soviet peoples, the Soviet proletariat, 
and that is why we are convinced that this strength will gradually express 
itself, through struggle and sacrifices, will be built up to the level the 
time demands and will smash Soviet social-imperialism to its very foundations. 


The revolution and sacrifices you will make will not weaken your country 
but will revive the true socialist Soviet Union. They will overthrow the 
social imperialist dictatorship and the Soviet Union will emerge from this 
stronger than ever. In this glorious work you will have the support of all 
the peoples of the world and the world proletariat. The strength of the 
ideas of socialism and communism is based on this revolutionary overthrow 
and not on the empty words and underhand actions of the clique ruling you. 
Only in this way, proceeding on this course, will the genuine communists, 
the Marxist-Leninists everywhere in the world, be able to defeat imperi- 
alism and world capitaiism. They will assist the peoples of the world to 
liberate themselves, one after the other, will assist great China to set out 
on the genuine road to socialism and not become a superpower so that it, too, 
can rule the world, by transforming itself into a third partner in the 
predatory wars which American imperialism, Soviet social-imperialism and 
the clique of Guofeng and Deng Xiaoping which is ruling in China at present, 
are preparing. 


In this glorious jubilee, we Albanian communists, as loyal pupils of Lenin 
and Stalin and soldiers of the revolution, remind you to think over these 
problems, vital to you and the world, vecause we are your brothers, your 

comrades in the cause of the proletarian revolution and the liberation of 
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the peoples. If you follow the road of the predatory. Imperialist war, 
on which your renegade leaders are taking you, then, without doubt, we 

_ \l1 remain enemies of your system and your counterrevolutionary actions. 
This is as clear as the light of the day, it cannot be otherwise. 


When we are convinced that we are acting correctly, we Albanian communists, 
linked with our people like flesh to bone, do not heave t: in the face of 
even the fiercest storm. And we are convinced that we shall weather anv 
storm, just as the Bolshevik Party and the Soviet power did, just as the 
great captains of the revolution, Lenin and Stalin weathered then. 


Apart from this writing, the new book by Comrace Enver Hoxha contains also 
the memoirs from his meetings with Stalin. 


[Part Three] 


[AU261902] Tirana, 23 December (ATA)--Comrade Enver Hoxha's book "With 
Stalin” (Memoirs) contains also his five meetings with I. V. Stalin. 


Follow extracts from these meetings. 
First Meeting -- July 1947 


~ The external situation of the PRA, its relations with the neighboring 
states and the Anglo-Americans. The Corfu Channel incident and the Hague 
court. The political, economic and social-class situation in Albania, 
Stalins all-round interest in and high estimation of our country, people 
and party. "For a party to be in power and remain illegal doesn't make 
sense". "Your communist party can call itself the party of labor" - 


On 14 July 1947, writes Comrade Enver Hoxha in his memoirs, I arrived in 

Moscow at the head of the first official delegation of the government of 

the People's Republic of Albania and the Communist Party of Albania, on a 
friendly visit to the Soviet Union. 


Since the time when we first became acquainted with the Marxist-Leninist 
theory, we had always dreamed, night and day, of meeting Stalin. During 
the period of the anti-fascist national liberation war this desire had 
grown even stronger. Next to the outstanding figures of Marx, Engels and 
Lenin, Comrade Stalin was extremely respected and dear to us, because his 
teachings led us to the founding of the Communist Party of Albania, as a 
party of the Leninist type, inspired us during the national liberation war 
and were helping us in the construction of socialism. 


The talks with Stalin and his advice would be a guide in the great and 
arduous work which we were doing to consolidate the victories achieved. 
During the twelve days of our stay in Moscow we met Comrade Stalin several 
times, and the talks which we held with him, his sincere, comradely advice 
and instructions, have remained and will remain forever dear to us. 








- We felt as though we were not talking to the great Stalin, but sitting 
with a comrade, whom we had met before - 


The day of my first meeting with Iosif Vissarionovich Stalin will remain 
unforgettable. It was the 16th of July 1947, the third day of our stay in 
Moscow. 


From the beginning he created such a comradely atmosphere that we were very 
quickly relieved of that natural emotion which we felt when we entered his 
office, a large room. with a long table for meetings, close to his writing 
desk. Only a few minutes after exchanging the initial courtesies, we felt 
as though we were not talking to the great Stalin, but sitting with a com- 
rade, whom we had met before and with whom we had talked many times. I was 
still young then, and the representative of a small party and country, 
therefore, in order to create the warmest and most comradely atmosphere for 
me, Stalin cracked some jokes and began to speak with affection and great 
respect about our people, about their militant traditions of the past and 
their heroism in the national liberation war. He spoke quietly, calmly 

and with a characteristic warmth which put me at ease. 


~ Stalin appreciated the correct policy pursued by our party - 


Among other things, Comrade Stalin told us that he felt deep admiration for 
our people as a very ancient people of the Balkan region and with a lone 
and valoroux history. 


"I have acquainted myself, especially, with the heroism displayed by the 
Albanian people during the anti-fascist national war," he continued, “but, 
of course, this knowledge of mine cannot be broad and deep enough. There- 
fore, I would like you to tell us a little about your country, your people 
and the problems which are worrying you today." 


{AU261907] After this, I began to speak and gave Comrade Stalin a descrip- 
tion of the long and glorious historic road of our people, of their cease- 
less wars for freedom and independence. I dwelt in particular, on the 
period of the years of our national liberation war, spoke about the found- 
ing of our communist party as a party of the Leninist type, of the decisive 
role it played and is playing as the only leading force in the war anc the 
efforts of the Albanian people to win the freedom and independence of the 
homeland, to overthrow the old feudal-bourgeois power, to set up the new 
peoples power and to lead the country successfully towards protound social- 
ist transformations. 


i went on to describe to Comrade Stalin the deepgoing political, economic 
and social transformations which had been carried out and were being con- 
solidated, step by step, in Albania in the first years of the peoples power. 
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Comrade Stalin, continues Comrade Enver Hoxha in his memoirs, expressed 
his joy over the successes of our people and party in their work of con- 
struction and was interested to learn something more about the situation 
of classes in our country. He was especially interested in our vorking 
class and the peasantry. He asked a lot of questions about these two 
elasses of our society, about which we exchanged many ideas that were to 
serve us later in organizing a sound work in the ranks of the working 
class and the poor and middle peasantry, and were to help us, also, in 
defining the stands that should be maintained towards the wealthy ele- 
ments of the city and the Kuis%s in the countryside. 

"The overwhelming majority of our people,” I told Comrade Stalin, among 
other things, in reply to his questions, “is comprised of poor peasants, 
and next came the middle peasants. We have a working class small in num- 
ber, then we have quite a large number of craftsmen and towns people 
engaged in petty commerce and a minority of intellectuals. 


"Has the working class of Albania any tradition of class struggle,” 
Comrade Stalin asked. And Comrade Enver Hoxha writes that the old 

J. Stalin: “In the pas*, the workers in some towns of our country came 
out in strikes but these .ere small and uncoordinated, due both to the 
small number of the workers and to the lack of organization in trade- 
unions. Irrespective of this,” I told Comrade Stalin, “our communist 
party was founded as a party of the working class, which would be led by 
the Marxist-Leninist ideology and would express and defend the interests 
of the proletariat and the broad working masses, in the first place, of 
the Albanian peasantry, which constituted the majority of our population." 





Comrade Stalin asked us in detail about the situation of the middle and 
poor peasanfs in our country. 


In reply to his questions, I told Comrade Stalin about the policy which 
our party had followed, and the great, all-round work it had done since 
its founding, in order to find support among the peasantry and to win it 
over to its side. 

"We acted in that way," I said, “proceeding not only from the Marxist- 
Leninist principle that the peasantry is the closest and most natural 
ally of the proletariat in the revolution, but also from the fact that 
the peasantry in Albania constituted the overwhelming majority of the 
population and through the centuries had been characterized by great 
patriotic and revolutionary traditions." 


Comrade Stalin replied that the peasants, in general, are afraid of 
communism at first because they imagine that the communists will take the 
land and everything they have. The enemies, he continued, talk a great 
deal to the peasants in this direction with the aim of detaching them 
from the alliance with the working class and turning them away from the 
policy of the party aid the road of socialism. Therefore the careful and 
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farsighted work of the communist party is very important, as you also said, 
to ensure that the peasantry links itself indissolubly with the party ana 
the working class. 


While assessing the policy our party had followed towards the masses in 
general and the peasantry in particular as correct, Comrade Stalin gave us 
some valuable, comradely advice about our work in the future. Apart from 
other things, he expressed the opinion that since biggest percentage of 

the members are peasants, our communist party, should call itself "the party 
of labor of Albania." "However," he stressed, "this is only an idea of mine, 
because it is you. your party, that must decide." 





{[AU261911] After thanking Comrade Stalin for this valuable idea, I said: 


"We shall put forward your proposal at the lst Congress of the party for 
which we are preparing, and I am confident that both the rank-and-file of 
the party and its leadership will find it appropriate and endorse it." 

Then I went on to expound to Comrade Stalin our idea about making our party 
completely legal at the congress which we were preparing. 


"In reality," 1 said among other things, “our communist party has been and 
is the only force which plays the leading role in the entire life of the 
country but formally it still retains its semi-illegal status. It seems 

to us incorrect that this situation should continue any longer." (The llth 
Plenum of the CC of the CPA which met from 13-24th of September 1948 and the 
lst Congress of the CPA decided on the complete and immediate legalizaticn 
of the CPA. Both the plenum and the congress considered the keeping of the 
party until that time in a semi-illegal status a mistake which had come about 
as a result of the pressure and influence of the Trotskyite Yugoslav leader- 
ship, which, for ulterior motives while considering the front as the main 
leading force of the country, demanded that the party should be merged with 
the front, hence underrating and negating the communist party itself and its 
leading role both in the front and in the whole life of the country. 
Author's note). 


"Quite right," replied Comrade Stalin. "For a party to be in power and 
remain illegal or consider itself illegal, doesn't make sense." With regard 
to the first meeting with Stalin Comrade Enver tioxha points out the talks he 
had with him on the armed forces of Albania and the n- 2d of the strengthening 
of the Albanian coastal defense. 


"In particular, writes Comrade Enver Hoxha, we need to strengthen the 
defenses of Sazan Island and the Coast of Vlora and Durres," I said, "be- 
cause these are very delicate positions. The enemy has attacked us there 
on two occasions. Later we could be attacked there by the Anglo-Americans 
or the Italians." 


"As for the strenethening of your coastal defenses," said Comrade Stalin 
amongst other things, "I agree with you. For our part, we shall help you, 
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but the arms and other means of defense must be used by Albanians and not 
by Soviet forces. True, the mechanism of some of them is a bit complicated 
but you must send your people here to learn how to use them." 


In ronnection with my request about sending political instructors for the 
army to Albania, Comrade Stalin advised us it would be better for us to 
send people to the Soviet Union to learn from the Sov.et experience and 
apply this experience themselves in the ranks of the Aibanian Peoples Army. 


- The Corfu Channel incident and the relations with the neighboring 
countries - 


In the talks that followed with Comrade Stalin, writes Comrade Enver Hoxha, 
we devoted an important place to problems of the external situation, 
especially the relations of our state with the neighboring countries. 


He writes in his memoirs that he informed Comrade Stalin of the situation 
which existed at that time on the southern border, where innumerable 
provocations had been carried out against Albania. 


Further on Comrade Enver Hoxha writes: 


Although Comrade Stalin must undoubtedly have been informed by Comrades 
Molotov, Vishinsky and others, I mentioned the savage and despicable stands 
of the 8Bcitish and American imperialists towards Albania, stressing the 
brutal, unscrupulous and hostile stands they maintained towards us at the 
Paris conference. I emphasized also, that the situation between us and 

the Anglo-Americans had not altered in the least, that we considered their 
stand a constant threat. Not only were the Anglo-Americans continuing 
their very hostile propaganda against Albania in the international arena, 
but via Italy and Greece, they were committing land and air provocations, 
using as their subversive agents Albanian fugitives, Zogites, Ballists and 
fascists, whom they had assembled, organized and training against us in the 
concentration camps which they had set up in Italy and elsewhere. 


{AU261914] Likewise, I spoke about the British imperialists raising the 
so-called Corfu Channel incident at the Security Council of the UNO 

and its investigation by the international court at The Hague. The Corfu 
Channel incident, I told Comrade Stalin, was a concoction of the British 
freon start to finish in order to provoke our country and to find a pretext 
for military intervention in the town of Saranda. We have never planted 
mines in the Ionian Sea. The mines that exploded had either been laid by 
the Germans in the time of war, or were deliberately laid by the British, 
later, so they could explode them when some ships of theirs were in our 
territorial waters heading for Saranda. There was no reason for these 
ships to be sailing along our coast--they had not notified us about such a 
movement. After the mines went off, the British claimed that they had 
suffered material damage and loss of life. They wanted to enlarge the 
incident. We do not know the British suffered the damage they claimed and 
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don't believe that they did, however, even if they did, we are in no way 

to blame. We are defending our rights at the international court at The 
Hague, but this court is being manipulated by the Anglo-American imperi- 
alists, who are trumping up all sorts of charges in order to cover up their 
provocation and force us to pay the British an indemnity. 


In his memoirs Comrade Enver Hoxha points out that at this meeting with 
Stalin, he talked also about the Moscow conference of the foreign ministers 
of the Soviet Union, the U.S.A., Bittain and France which was held in March- 
April 1947 on the peace treaty with Germany, expressed the stand about the 
Truman Doctrine, the "Marshall" plan and discussed the problem of the hand- 
ing over of the war criminals and the relations of Albania with Italy. The 
present government of Italy, I told Comrade Stalin, maintains a reactionary 
stand towards us; its aims to: irds our country are no different from those 
of former Italian governments. This government, under the influence of the 
Anglo-Americans, wants Albania to be dependent on it in one way or another, 
a thing which will never occur. 


Comrade Enver Hoxha points out in his memoirs: After listening to me atten- 
tively, Stalin said, despite all the difficulties and obstacles they are 
creating for you, the Americans and the British cannot attack you in this 
Situation. Faced with your resolute stand they cannot land on your terri- 
tory, therefore do not worry. However you must defend your homeland, must 
take all measures to strengthen your army and your borders, because the 
danger of war from the imperialists exists. 


The Greek monarcho-fascists, Stalin continued, abetted and supported by the 
American and 6ritish imperialists, will continue to provoke you just to 
harass you and to disturb your peace. The men in the government in Athens 
today have trouble on their hands, he said, because the Civil War which has 
broken out there is directed against them and their patrons--the British and 
the Americans. 


As for Italy, Comrade Stalin continued, the question is as you present it. 
The Anglo-Americans will try to create bases there, to organize reaction 
and strengthen the de Gasperi Government. In this direction you must be 
vigilant and watch what the Albanian fugitives are up to there, since the 
treaties have not been concluded, said Comrade Stalin, the situation cannot 
be regarded as normalized. I think that, for the time being, you cannot 
establish relations with that country, therefore don't rush things. 


"We agree," I said to Comrade Stalin, "that we should not be hasty in our 
relations with Italy, and in general we shall take measures to strengthen 
our borders." 


During the conversation, writes Comrade Enver Hoxha, I underlined the fact 
that some Yugoslav aircraft had landed in Tirana contrary to the recognized 
and accepted rules of relations among states. From time to time, without 
informing us, the Yugoslav comrades do some impermissable things as in this 
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concrete case. It is not right that the Yugoslav aircraft should fly over 
Albanian territory without the knowledge of the Albanian Government. We 
have pointed out this violation to the Yugoslav comrades and they have 
replied that they made a mistake. Although we are friends, we cannot per- 
mit them to infringe our territorial integrity. We are independent states 
and without damaging our friendly relations, each must protect its sover- 
eignty and rights, while at the same time, respecting the sovereignty and 
rights of the cther. 


{AU261919] - J. Stalin Never Gave Orders or Sought to Impose His Opinion - 


With Comrade Stalin and Comrade Molotov, writes Comrade Enver Hoxha, we 
talked in detail about the problems of the reconstruction of our country 
ravaged by the war ard the construction of the new Albania. I gave them 

a description of thz state of our economy, the first socialist transforma- 
tions in the economy and the great prospects which were opening up to us, 
the successes which we had achieved and the problems and great difficulties 
we were facing. 


Stalin expressed his satisfaction over the victories »2 had achieved and 
time after time put various questions to me. He was particularly interested 
in the state of our agriculture, the climatic conditions in Albania, the 
agricultural crops traditional to our people, etc. 


He listened to my answers, asked for more detail and often spoke himself 
giving very valuable advice. 


"You must set up the machine and tractwr stations," he said among other 
things, “and strengthen them so that tney work the land well, both for the 
State and the cooperatives and for the individual peasants. The tractor 
drivers must always be in the service of the peasantry, must know all about 
agriculture, the crops, the soils and must apply all this knowledge in prac- 
tice to ensure that production increases without fail. 


"Tractor drivers," Stalin continued, “are elements of the working class who 
work in continuous direct daily contact with the peasantry. Therefore, they 
must work conscientiously in order to strengthen the alliance between the 
working class and the laboring peasantry.” 


The attention with which he followed my explanations about our new economy 
and its course of development made a very deep impression on us. Both dur- 
ing the talk about these problems, and in all the other talks with him, one 
wonderful feature of his among others, made an indelible impression on my 
mind: He never gave orders or sought to impose his opinion. We spoke, 

gave advice, made various proposals, but always added: "This is my opinion," 
"this is what we think. You, comrades must judge and decide for yourselves, 
according to the concrete situation on the basis of your conditions." His 
interest extended every problem. 


Comrade Enver Hoxha writes further on that Comrade Stalin, after listening 


to the answers of the questions he made of the situation of the Albanian 
economy, said: 
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Beside your own struggle and efforts, we, too, will help you, to the best 

of our ability, to restore your economy and strengthen your army. We have 
studied your requests for aid, Comrade Stalin told me," and we have agreed 
to fulfill all of them. We shall help you to equip your industry and agri- 
culture with the necessary machinery, to strengthen your army and to develop 
education and culture. The factories and other machinery we shall supply on 
credit and you will pay for them when you can, while the armaments will be 
given to you gratis, you'll never have to pay for them. 


"At the same time," Comrade Stalin continued, "we shall help you with 
specialists in order to speed up the process of the development of the 
Albanian economy and culture. As for oil, I think we'll send you Azerbaijan 
specialists, because they are masters of their profession. For its part, 
Albania should send the sons and daughters of workers and peasants to the 
Soviet Union, to learn and develop, so that they can hel’ the advancement of 
their homeland." 


- During the Conversation We Saw the Real Man in Stalin - 


During the days we stayed in Moscow, after each meeting and talk with Com- 
rade Stalin, we had an even clearer and more intimate view of the real 
man--the modest, kindly, wise man, in this outstanding revolutionary, in 
this great Marxist. He loved the Soviet people wholeheartedly. To them, 
he had dedicated all his strength and energies, his heart and mind worked 
for them, and in every talk with him, in every activity he carried out, 
from the most important down to the most ordinary these qualities dis- 
tinguished him. 


{[AU261922] Days after our arrival in Moscow, together with Comrade Stalin 
and other leaders of the party and Soviet state I attended an all-Soviet 
physical-culture display at the Central Stadium of Moscow. With what keen 
interest Stalin watched this activity--for over two hours he followed the 
activities of the participants with rapt attention, although it began to 
rain near the end of the display and Molotov entreated him several times 
to leave the stadium, he continued to watch the activities attentively to 
the end, to make jokes, to wave his hand, 


Stalin's great respect and affection for our people, his eagerness to learn 
as much as possible about the history and customs of the Albanian people 
remain indelible in my memory. At one of the meetings we had those days, 
during a dinner which Stalin put on for our delegation in the Kremlin, we 
had a very interesting conversation with him about the origin and language 
of the Albanian people. 


Comrade Enver Hoxha extensively writes about this warm conversation. He 
shows among others: "I replied to Comrade Stalin that the origin of our 
people is very ancient, that their language is Indo-European. There are 
many theories on this question, but the truth is that our origin is 

Illyrian. We are a people of Illyrian descent. There is also a theory 
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which defends the thesis that the Albanian people are the most ancient 
people of the Balkans and that the Pelasgians were the a:cient pre-homeric 
forefathers of the Albanians." 


Continuing this free conversation with Comrade Stalin I said: "In the 
past the Albanological sciences were not properly developed and those 
engaged in them were mostly foreign scholars. Apart from other things, 
this has led to the emergence of all sorts of theories about the origin 
of our people, language, etc. Nevertheless, they are almost all in agree- 
ment on one thing--the fact that the Albanian people and their language 
are of very ancient origin, however, it will be our own Albanologists, 
whom our party and state will train carefully and provide with all the 
conditions necessary for their work, who will give the precise answer to 
these problems." 


"Albania, must march on its own feet," Stalin said, “because it has all 
the possibilities to do so.” 


"Without fail we shall forge ahead," I replied. 


“For our part, we shall help the Albanian people wholeheartedly," said 
Comrade Stalin in the kindest tone, “because Albanians are fine people." 


The whole dinner, writes Comrade Enver Hoxha, passed in a ve~y warm, cordial 
and intimate atmosphere, Stalin proposed the first toast to our people, to 
the further progress and prosperity of our country, to the Communist Party 
of Albania. Then he proposed a toast to me, Hysni (Comrade Hysni Kapo, 

then vice-minister of foreign affairs of the P.R. of Albania), and all 

the members of the Albanian delegation. I recall that, later during the 
dinner, when I spoke to him about the great resistance our peopie had put 

up through the centuries against foreign invasions, Comrade Stalin described 
our people as an heroic people and again proposed a toast to them. Apart 
from the free chat we had together, from time to time he talked to the 
others, made jokes, and proposed toasts. 


After the dinner, Comrade Stalin invited us to go to the Kremlin Cinema 
where apart from some Soviet newsreels we saw the feature film "The Tractor 
Driver." We sat together on a sofa and I was impressed by the attention 
with which Stalin followed this new Soviet film. Frequently he would raise 
his warm voice to comment on various moments of the events treated in the 
film. He was expecially pleased with the way in which the main character 
in the film, a vanguard tractor driver in order to win the confidence of 
his comrades and the farmers, struggled to become well acquainted with the 
customs and the behaviour of the people in the fields, their ideals and 
aspirations. By working and living among the people, this tractor driver 
succeeded in becoming a leader honored and respected by the peasants. At 
this moment Stalin said: 


"To be able to lead one must know the masses, and in order to know them, 
you must go down among the masses." 
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It was pust midnight when we rose to leave. At that moment Stalin invited 
us once again to take our glasses of wine and for the third time proposed 
a toast “to the heroic Albanian people”. 


After this he shook hands with us one by one and, when he gave me his hand, 
said: 


“Give my cordial regards to the heroic Albanian people, whom I wish success." 
[Part Four] 


{AU261926] Tirana, 24 Dec (ATA)--From the new book by Comrade Enver Hoxha 
"With Stalin" (Memoirs) we are transmitting extracts from his recoliections 
about the second meeting he had with Stalin in March-April 1949. 


Second Meeting -- Mar. h-April 1949 


- Our stand towards the Yugoslav leadership from the years of the war. 

The lst Congress of the CPA. Policy of terror in Kosovo. On the Yugoslav 
divisions which were to be deployed in Albania. The Titoites aimed to over- 
turn the situation in Albania. On the war of the fraternal Greek people. 
Erroneous views of the leadership of the Greek Communist Party. The British 
want naval bases in our ports as a condition for recognition. The road of 
the economic and cultural development of Albania. On the situation of our 
peasantry. On the history, culture, language and customs of the Albanian 
people - 


I, writes Comrade Enver Hoxha, went to Moscow again on 21 March 1949, at 
the head of an official delegation of the government of the People's Repul)- 
lic of Albania and stayed there until 11 April that year. 

On 23 March at 2205 hours I was received by Comrade Stalin in the Kremlin. 


Comrade Stalin received us very warmly in his office. After shaking hands 
with each of us in turn, he stopped in front of me: 


"You look thin in the face," he said, “have you been ill? Or are you tired?" 


"I feel very glad and happy to meet you again,” I replied and, after we 
sat down, I told him that I wanted to raise several questions with him. 


"Take all the time you need," he said with great goodwill, so that I would 
talk about anything I considered necessary. 


- The aim of the Yugoslav leadership towards Albania was thoroughly 
hostile so that it aimed at overturning the situation in Albania - 


I gave Comrade Stalin an exposition on a series of problems. I spoke in 
general about the situation in our party and country, as well as about our 
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stand in connection with the Yugoslav question. I told him that, as a 

result of the influence of the Trotskyite Yugoslav leadership on the 
leadership of our party and the excessive trust of some of our leaders in 

the treacherous Yugoslav leadership, grave mistakes had been made, especially 
in the organizational life of the party, as noted by the llth plenum of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party of Albania, the proceedings of 
which had been held in the light of the letters of the Central Committee of 
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (Bolshevik) addressed to the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of Yugoslavia and the resolution of the 
information bureau "On the situation in the Communist Party of Yugoslavia." 


The central committee of our party,” I told Comrade Stalin, “fully endorsed 
the resolution of the information bureau and we condemned the treacherous 
anti-Albanian and anti-Soviit course of the Trotskyite Yugoslav leadership 
in a special communique. The leadership of our party," I pointed out, “for 
many years had encountere< the hostile conspiratorial activity of the 
Titoites, the arrogance and intrigues of Tito's envoys--Vukmanovich Tempo 
and Dushan Mugosha.” Among other things, I nentioned that on the eve of the 
liberation of Albania, Tito, seeking to achieve his anti-Albanian and anti- 
Marxist aims, sent us a delegation of the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of Yugoslavia, headed by its special envoy, Velimir Stoinich. At Berat, 
he and his secret collaborators, the traitors Sejfully Maleshova, Koci Xoxe, 
Pandi Kristo and others, behind the scenes prepared their harmful and 
dangerous movers which constituted a serious plot against the correct line 
followed by the party during the whole period of the war, against the inde- 
pendence of the party and our country, against tue general secretary of the 
party personally, etc. Although it knew nothing about the plot that was 
being concocted, the healthy section of the leadership of our party there 
and then energetically opposed the accusations made against it and the line 
followed during the war. Convinced that grave anti-Marxist mistakes had 
been made at Berat, among other things, 1 subsequentiv presented to our 
political bureau the theses for the reexamination of the Berat plenum, but, 
as a result of the feverish subversive activity of the Yugoslav leadership 
and its agents in our ranks, these theses were not accepted. The further 
development of events, the letters of the central committee of your party 
as well as the resolution of the information bureau, I told Comrade Stalin, 
made the situation completely clear to us, the hostile activity of the 
Yugoslav leadership with Tito at the head was uncovered and proved and 

the plotters in the ranks of our party were thoroughly exposed at the llth 
Plenum of the CC of the party. The lst Congress of the CPA endorsed the 
turn taken by the llth Plenum of the Central Committee and made it more 
thorough-going. It appraised the political line followed by the party since 
its founding as correct, and found that the peculiar d‘stortions which be- 
came apparent after liberation, especially in the orgat, zational line of 

the party, were the result of the Yugoslav interference. 











{[AU261949] I went on to tell him about the exceptionally great importance 
which the letters of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union addressed to the Yugoslav leadership and the resolution of the 
information bureau had for our party. In the light of these documents, 
which came out at very crucial moments for our party and people, I told 
Comrade Stalin, the character and the aims of Yugoslav interference in 
Albania became completely clear to the central committee of our party. 


Here Comrade Stalin interrupted me with these words: 


“Our letters addressed to the Yugosiav leadership do not contain everything, 
because there are many matters that emerged later. We did not know that 

the Yugoslavs, under the pretext of ‘defending’ your country against an 
attack from the Greek fasicists wanted to bring units of their army into the 
PRA. They tried to do this in a very secret manner. In reality, their aim 
in this direction was utterly hostile, for they intended to overturn the 
situation in Albania. Your report to us on this question was of value, 
otherwise we would have known nothing about these divisions which they 
wanted to station on your territory. They implied that they were raking 
this action allegedly with the approval of the Soviet Union. 


Further on Comrade Enver Hoxha writes that in continuation of the conversa- 
tion told Comrade Stalin: During the difficult period we went through, the 
patriotism of the masses was very great. Their trust in our party, in its 
correct line and in the Soviet Union was unshakeable. The activity of the 
internal enemy was short-lived. I told Comrade Stalin that we had neutral- 
ized the hostile activity of those who had put themselves in the service of 
the Trotskyite Yugoslav leadership. We have adopted differentiated stands 
towards those who in one way or another were implicated in the anti-Albanian 
activity of the Trotskyite Yugoslav leadership. Some of them made self- 
criticism over the mistakes they had committed in good faith, while those 
who were gravely compromised are now rendering account before the pecples 
court. 


"Protect your homeland and the party," Comrade Stalin said. "The enemy 
must be exposed thoroughly, with convincing arguments, so that the people 
can see what this enemy has done and be convinced of the menace he repre- 
sents. Even if such an enemy, utterly discredited in the eyes of the 
people, is not shot, he is automatically shot, morally and politically, 
because without the people he can do nothing at all." 


"The trial which is now going on in Tirana," 1 told Comrade Stalin, “is 
being held with open doors and everything that is said in the court room 
is published in the newspapers." 


Continuing the conversation, I told Comrade Stalin that during the same 
period the Americans from Its!+, had parachuted groups of saboteurs into 
the south and north ef albania. We killed some of these saboteurs and 
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captured the remainder. Foreseeing the difficulties on our southern border 
and wanting to have the forces available for this eventuality, we first had 
to undertake a mopping-up operation, in the northern part of Albania, 
against the groups of political and common bandits who operated within our 
borders under the direction of agents sent by Rankovich, and we did this. 
These bands in the service of the Yugoslavs carried out a number of assassi- 
nations. Our mopping-up operation ended successfully: We wiped out some 

of them and all the others crossed over into Yugoslav territory, where they 
remain to this day. 


"Do they continue to send in other saboteurs?" Stalin asked. 


"We think that they have not given up. Our party put things in order in 
the ministry of internal affairs, a former center of the Titoites, and the 
state security has become a very powerful and much !eloved weapon of the 
party and our people. General Mehmet Shehu is a g.orious leader and he 
enjoys the continuous aid of the party and the pr vsple in his difficult and 
delicate task. The party has set itself the ta’ « of strengthening its 
positions more and more each day in order to ¢ spe with and smash all the 
attempts and attacks our many enemies may mad. 


The party is growing stronger from day to ay, I went on to tell Comrade 
Stalin. In the ranks of our young party a«ere is great courage and great 
fll. 


In continuation of the talk, writes Cemrade Enver Hoxha, I gave Comrade 
Stalin a general outline of the economic situation in Albania. 


[AU261952] I told him that the lst congress of the party, along with the 
socialist industrialization, ‘ad laid down the guidelines for the 
strengthening of the socialist sector in agriculture by increasing the 
state farms and the gradual collectivization in the form of agricultural 
cooperatives, which the state will support politically, economically and 
organizationally. 


"Have you set up many such cooperatives? What criteria do you follow?” 
Comrade Stalin asked. 


Here I explained to him that the congress had given the orientation that 
the collectivization of agriculture should be carried out gradually, 
patiently and on a voluntary basis. ( this road we will neither rush 
things nor mark time. 

"In ~v opinion,” said Comrade Stalin “you must not rush things in the 
collectivization of agriculture. Yours is a mountainous country with a 
relief that differs from one region to another. In our country, too, in 
mountain areas similar to those of your country, the kolkhozes were set 
up much later." 
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Then I went on to speak about the work that was being done in our country 
to strengthen the alliance of the working class with the working peasantry, 
about the assistance the state gives the individual peasant, the increase 
of agricultural production and the policy of procurement of agricultural 
and livestock products. 


"This has very great importance,” Comrade Stalin said, “and you are right 
to devote attention to it. If the Albanian peasants need tractors, other 
farm machises, draft animals, seeds or anything else, you must help the=. 
“Moreover,” he continued, “you must also dig canals for the peasantry, 
then you will see what it will be able to do." 


Further on Comrade Enver Hoxha writes in his menoirs that during the con- 
versation Stalin had asked him if the Yugoslav ar<v had or had rot come 
to help Albania during the national-liberation wi r? 


"No," I replied, writes Comrade Enver Hoxba, “our national liberation army 
with two partisan divisions, went and fought in Yugoslav territory to 
assist in the liberation of the peoples of Yugoslavia.” 


Comrade Enver Hoxha writer further on: Continuing his theme, Comrade Stalin 
emphasized that every communist party and socialist state should be par- 
ticularly careful also in their relations with the intellectuals. A great 
deal of careful far-sighted work must be done with them with the aim of 
bringing the honest, patriotic intellectuals as close as possible to the 
peoples power. 


- No one should copy our experience of that of others--said Stalin--but 
should only study it and profit from it by applying it according to the 
concrete conditions of his own country - 


In his memoirs Comrade Enver Hoxha points out that Stalin never sought to 
impose a mechanical copy of the Soviet experience. In connection with this 
Comrade Enver Hoxha writes: 


Mentioning some specific features of the Russian revolution, Comrade Stalin 
stressed that at that time, Russia was not under the yoke of any foreign 
imperialist power, hence they rose only against the exploiters, within the 
country and the Russian national bourgeoisie, as the exploiter it was, did 
not reconcile itself to the revolution. A fierce struggle was waged for 
several years in that country and the Russian bourgeoisie sought the aid 
and intervention of the imperialists. 


Hence, there is a clear difference between the Russian revcelution and the 
struggle that is going on in those countries which have fallen victims to 
imperialist aggressors. 

"I mention this,” Stalin continued, “to show how important it is to bear 
in mind the concrete conditions of each country, because the conditions of 
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one country are not always identical with those of other countries. That 
is why no one should copy our experience or that of others, but should only 
study it and profit from it by applying it according to the concrete con- 
ditions of his ow: country.” 


In his memoirs Comrade Enver Hoxha stresses the readiness displayed by 
Stalin at any moment to unreservedly help Albania in the socialist construc- 
tion of the count’’y and in the strengthening of its defense. In regard to 
this, Comrade Enver Hoxha points out: 


Up to this time more than an hour had slipped away unnoticed during this 
meeting with Stalin. I took up the thread of my discourse again and bega.i 
to expound the problems of the pian for strengthening the defenses and 
developing the economy and culture in the PRA. 


[AU261956] “The chief of your general staff," Comrade Stalin told me, “has 
sent us some requests for your army. We crdered that all of them should be 
met.” 


"Did you get the rails?" he asked. “Is the railway completed?" 


"We got them,” I told him, “and we have inaugurated the railway, and con- 
tinued to outline the main tasks of the plan for the economic and cultural 
development of the country and the strengthening of its defenses. On this 
occasion I also presented our requests for aid from the Soviet Union. 


Just as previously, Comrade Stalin received our requests sympathetically 
and said to us quite openly: We understand that you have to set up and 
develop the sector of socialist industry, and in this direction we agree 
to fulfill all the requests you have presented to us, as well as those for 
agriculture. 


- Evil-intended Information of Armenian Huckster Mikoyan - 
Further Comrade Enver Hoxha writes that Stalin smiling, added: 
“But will the Albanians themselves work?" 


I understood why he asked me this question. It was the result of the evil- 
intended information of the Armenian huckster Mikoyan, who, at a meeting I 
had with him, not only spoke to me in a language quite unlike that of 
Stalin, but also used harsh terms in his criticisms about the realization 
of plans in our country, alleging that our people did not work, etc. His 
intention was to reduce *‘« rate and amount of aid. This was always 
Mikoyan's stand, but S’alin accorded us everything we sought. 


~- Stalin sought that the Soviet specialists should be treated in Albania 
as the Albanian specialists. Don't grant them you favor more - 








"We shall also send you the cadres you asked for," he said, “and they will 
spare no effort to help you but, of course, they will not stay in Albania 
forever. Therefore, comrades, you must train your own cadres, your own 
specialists, to replace ours. This is an important matter. However, many 
fereign cadres come ti your country, you will still need your own cadres. 
"There'ore, comrades,” he advised us, “you must open your university, which 
will be a great center for training your future cadres." 


"We have opened the first institutes," I told Comrade Stalin, “and work is 
going ahead in them, but we are still only at the beginning. Apart from 
experience and textbooks, we also lack the cadres necessary for opening the 
university." 


"The important thing is to get started," he said. "Then step by step, 
everything will be achieved. For our part, we shall assist you, both with 
literature and with specialists, in order to help increase the number of 
higher institutes which are the basis for the creation of the university in 
the future." 


The Soviet specialists, Comrade Stalin went on, will be paid by the 
Albanian Government the same salaries as the Albanian specialists. Don't 
grant them any favor more than your specialists enjoy. 


"The Soviet specialists come from far away," I replied, "and we cannot 
treat them the same as ours.” 


Comrade Stalin objected at once: 


"No, no, whether they come from Azerbaijan or any other part of the Soviet 
Union, we have our rules for the treatment of the specialists we sent to 

the assistance of the fraternal peoples. It is their duty to work with 

all their strength as internationalist revolutionaries, to work for the 

good of Albania just as for the good of the Soviet Union. The Soviet govern- 
ment undertakes to make up the necesscry difference in their salaries." 


- At prevent the Tito clique is following the same line and the same methods 
in Kosovo and the Albanian-inhabited territories of Montenegro and Macedonia 
as those used by King Alexander - 


| told Comrade Sta)‘n that, in general those were the questions that I 

wanted to discuss with him in regard to the internal situation in Albania, \ 
writes Comrade Enver Hoxha, and expressed the desire to give a brief out- 

line of the political position of Albania in regard to the international 

situation. 


{[AU261959] After speaking about the tense situation in our relations with 
Yugoslavia, and the hostile activity of the Yugoslav traitors, the bands 
of criminals they had organized and smuggled into Albanian territory to 
carry out disruption and sabotage against our country, I spoke to Comrade 
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Stalin about the policy of savage terror followed by the Tito clique against 
the Albanians of Kosovo, Macedonia and Montenegro. 


"How is it possible that they have not been assimilated by the Slavs. What 
links do the Albanians living in Yugoslavia maintain with those in Albania?" 
asked Stalin again. 


"At all periods, the Albanians living in Yugoslavia have been outstanding 
for their ardent patriotism and their strong links with their homeland and 
their compatriots," I told Conrade Stalin in reply to his question. "They 
have always forcibly opposed the feverish expansionist efforts of the great- 
Serbian and great-Slav chauvin sts and their attempts to assimilate them and 
have preserved their Albanian national identity in every respect, with 
fanaticism." 


At present the Tito clique is following the same line and the same methods 
in Kosovo and the Albanian-inhabited territories of Montenegro and Mace- 
donia. as tose used by their counterparts--King Alexander and others in the 
past. Kosovo is a very weak spot for the Belgrade clique, hence it is using 
large-scale terror there, with mass deportations, arrests and forced labor, 
conscription to the army as well as expropriating a large number of people. 
The Albanian element is particularly persecuted in Titoite Yugoslavia, 
because the present Yugoslav leaders are well aware of the patriotic and 
-evolutionary qualities of the Albanian population there, well aware that 
for this population the national problem has been and still is an open 

wound which needs to be healed. Apart from them, the Titoites have turned 
Kosovo and the other Yugoslav regions inhabited by the Albanians into 
important centers for assembling Albanian quislings, bandits and spies who, 
instructed by the men of the UDB, prepare acts of terrorism, subversion, 
sabotage and armed attacks against our country. The Belgrade clique has 

set in motion former Serbian, British and American agents, as well as 
Italian and German agents, in order *o mobilize the Albanian reaction of 
Kosovo and, from this reaction, to organize detachments which, together with 
the other Albanian bandits, enter our territory and cause disturbances. 


Then, writes Comrade Enver Hoxha, I went on to give Comrade Stalin a brief 
account of the Greek peoples war against the monarcho-fascists and the 
Anglo-Americans, about the political support we gave this just war of the 
fraternal Greek people and, among other things, pointed out that the Greek 
democratic army stands aloof from the people. 


Comrade Stalin was astonished when he heard these words and asked: 


"What, what did you say?" 


In his memoirs Comrade Enver Hoxha mentions the explanations he gave for 
this problem. 











Mistakenly believing that the city would play the decisive role in the 
victory over the Hitlerites and internal reaction, writes Comrade Enver 
Hoxha, in the years of the anti-fascist war the Santos (former general 
secretary of the Greek Communist Party) leadership ordered the Greek prole- 
tariat to stayin the cities. This brought about that the more revolutionary 
part of the Greek people remained exposed to the savage blows of the inter- 
nal Hitlerites, while the Greek national liberation partisan army was 
deprived of the proletariat, which should have been the motor and the leader- 
ship of the Greek peoples revolution. 


The same weaknesses, I stressed further, were observed in the countryside, 
too, where the extension of the party was limited, and its organization weak 
and lax, with the organizations of the party frequently confounded with 
those of EAM. There was opportunism both in the organization and in the 
political line of the national liberation councils at the village level, 
there was duality of power and coexistence with the Zervist reactionary 
organizations, etc. In the liberated areas and elsewhere, we told the 
Greek comrades that their putting the command of the National Liberation 
Army under the orders of the Mediterranean command, their talks and agree- 
ments of an opportunist and capitvlationist character with Zervas and the 
reactionary Greek government in exile, the predominance of peasant elements 
and of the old career officers in the leadership of the Greek National 
Liberation Army, and so on, were grave errors which would lead the heroic 
struggle of the Greek people to defeat. The Varkisa agreement with the 
logical conclusion to all these wrong actions and views--it brought about 
the capitulation to British and local reaction. 


[AU262001] However we think that even after the capitulationist Varkisa 
agreement and the period of “legality” of the Greek Communist Party, the 
leadership of the Greek Communist Party did not go deeply enough into its 
former mistakes in order to correct them in a radical manner, I told Com- 
rade Stalin, as a result, the party was disarmed before the enemy lost 
its sound ties with the people. The peoples revolution in Greece went 
through a grave crisis, and the people were given the impression that the 
revolution would triumph on the parliamentary road and through elections, 
and when reaction struck, the people were confused, taken by surprise, and 
in despair. The Greek people fought heroically against the Hitlerites to 
win their freedom, but the victory slipped from their hands because of the 
mistakes of the leadership of the Greek Communist Party. 


Now terrified of two things: Its great enemy--the people, and the partisan 
war, I went on with the exposition of my idea. "Both these factors were 
underrated by the leadership of the Greek Communist Party, and the enemy 
was able to profit from this mistake. 


Taking advantage of this grave error of the leadership of the Greek Communist 


Party, the monarcho-fascists deprived the Greek democratic army of the 
support of the people, parted the Greek Communist Party from its mother base. 
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With terror and killings, monarcho-fascism drove the population from all 
the areas where the major and the more active part of the Greek democratic 
army was stationed, not for attack, but to defend itself. We consider this 
a fatal mistake." 


In conclusion, I mentioned to Comrade Stalin the threats that the external 
enemies are making towards Albania. 


He listened to me attentively and, on the problems I had raised, expressed 
the opinion: 


"As for the Greek peoples war," he said among other things, "we, too, have 
always considered it a just war, have supported and backed it wholeheartedly. 
Any peoples war is not waged by the communists alone, but by the people, and 
the important thing is that the communists should lead it." 


- Albania has its independence protected - 


As for the screams of the external enemies about the partitioning of 
Albania, Stalin went on, they are just to intimidate you, because I do 

not think there is any danger in this direction at present. This comes 
about not from the "goodwill" of the enemies, but for a whole series of 
reasons. In the first place, Albania is a free and independent country, 
the people have seized power there and they will know how to defend their 
independence, just as they knew how to win it. Second, the external enemies 
themselves have contradictions with one another over Albania. None of them 
wants Albania to belong only to the one or the other. If Greece wants to 
have Albania for itself, this would not be advantageous to Italy or Yugo- 
slavia, which would raise obstacles to this, and so on in turn. On the 
other hand, Comrade Stalin pointed out, the independence of Albania has 
been recognized and confirmed by the declaration of the big three--the 
Soviet Union, Britain and the United States of America. This declaration 
may be violated, but that is not so easy to do. Hence, come what may, 
Albania has its independence protected. 


Taking interest in the diplomatic relations of our country with other 
countries, Comrade Stalin asked: 


"And what about with the United States of America and Britain?" 


"We have no diplomatic relations with them," I replied. "The United States 
of America, in 1945, made the establishment of relations with us conditional 
on our recognition of the validity of all the agreements it had signed with 
the anti-popular government of Zog. We cannot accept these agreements as 
lawful, because they have an enslaving character, and because the congress 
of Permet has explicitly prohibited this. For their part," I went on, “the 
British want naval bases in our ports, and only then will they recognize 

us. They have long been trying to realize these aims." 
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At the time when we had wiped out the Nazi forces and liberated almost 

the entire country, the British, through some military missions they had 
in our country and under the guise of allies in the anti-fascist war, 
insistently demanded that as “allies”, we, together with one of their 
commandos, should wipe out a German garrison that remained in Saranda, our 
southern most port. We accepted their request on condition that, once the 
operation was over, they should return immediately to where they had come 
from, to the sea. The operation was completed and the British not only 
wanted to stay there, but also intended to penetrate into the interior of 
the country. 


{[AU262006] The general staff of the National Liberation Army presented 
them with an ultimatum, which demanded their immediate withdrawal, other- 
wise we would fight and drive them into the sea. After our ultimatum the 
British boarded their ships and returned to Greece. But they have not 
given up their aims. 


"You must see what is best in the interests of your country,” Comrade 
Stalin said, and he added: 


"As for the bases the British want to have in your ports, in no way should 
you agree to this. Guard your ports well." 


"We will never relinguish them to anybody," I said. 
A Warm and Cordial Atmosphere 


Further on Comrade Enver Hoxha writes in his memoirs: We met again some 
days later at a dinner which was put on in the Kremlin in honor of our 
delegation. Comrade Stalin, I and the others were seated round the table. 
At this dinner, just as in all other meetings we had with him, we were 
impressed and moved by Stalin's great love for our country and people, his 
interest to learn as much as possible about the history, culture, language 
and customs of our people. 


He started the conversation by asking me about some words of the Albanian 
language! 


Listening to my pronunciation of Albanian words, Comrade Stalin said: 
"Your language is very old and has been handed down in spoken form from 
one generation to the other. This, too, is a fact which proves the 
endurance of your people, the great strength of their resistence to 
assimilation despite the storms that have swept over them." 


In connection with these problems, he asked me: 


"What is the national composition of the Albanian people? Are there Serbian 
or Croatian national minorities in Albania?" 
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"The overwhelming majority of our people," I told him, “is made up of 
Albanians, but there is a Greek national minority (about 28,000 people) 
and a very few Macedonians (five small villages all told), where there 
are no Serbs or Croats." 


The dinner passed in a very warm and comradely atmosphere. After proposing 
a toast to the Albanian army and the Soviet army, Comrade Stalin again men- 
tioned the question of the struggle of the Greek people. He spoke with 
deep sympathy for the brave and freedom-loving Greek people, about their 
heroism, their sacrifices and the blood they had shed in their just war. 


"Both we and you, all the revolutionaries and peoples are with the just 
struggle of the Greek people, with their demands for freedom and democracy. 
They will never lack our ideological and political support and backing,” 
said Comrade Stalin among other things. 


In the course of the dinner toasts were drunk to all the comrades in turn. 
A toast was drunk to Omer Nishani (at that time president of the presidium 
of the peoples assembly of the PRA), too. 


Raising his glass time and again, Molotov urged me to drink more and, when 
he saw that I was not fulfilling his desire, asked: 


"Why so little?-~last night you drank more." “Ah, last night--last night 
was another matter," I said, laughing. 


Then Molotov turned to Comrade Stalin: 


"Last night," he said, "I dined with Comrade Enver at Vyshinskys. The news 
reached us that yesterday, 31 March, a son was born to Enver Hoxha in 
Tirana. In our rejoicing, we drank a bit more." 


"Congratulations", said Stalin immediately, raising his glass to me: "Let 
us drink this to the health of your little son and your wife." 


| thanked Comrade Stalin wishing him good health and a long life for the 
good of Bolshevik Party and the Soviet state, for the good of the revolution 
and Marxism-Leninism. 


Several hours passed in this warm and friendly homely atmosphere, stresses 
Comrade Enver Hoxha and continues: Both my comrades and I retain indelible 
memories of the behaviour and features of the glorious Stalin, of that man 
whose name and work struck terror into the hearts of the enemies--imperi- 
alists, fascists, Trotskyites, and reactionaries of every hue, while they 
aroused joy and enthusiasm in the hearts of the communists, proletarians 
and peoples, and gave them added strength and confidence in the future. 
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[Part Five] 


{[AU262029] Tirana, 25 Dec (ATA)--From the new book by Comrade Enver Hoxha 
"With Stalin” (Memoirs) we are transmitting extracts from his recollections 
about the third meeting with Stalin in November 1949. 


The Third Meeting -- November 1949 


- A five-hour meeting at Sukhumi. A tete a tete talk with Comrade Stalin. 
Once again about the Greek problem. About the situation in Yugoslavia 
after Tito's betrayal. The problem of Kosovo and other parts of Yugoslavia 
inhabited by Albanians. "To attack Albania is not easy." “If Albania is 
strong internally it has no danger from abroad." An unforgettable dinner. 
Again about the economic and cultural development of Albania. Stand toward 
religion and the clergy. “The Vatican is a center of reaction, a tool in 
the service of capital and world reaction" - 


In November 1949 writes Comrade Enver Hoxha I went to Moscow for the third 
time. On the way to the Soviet Union I stopped over at Budapest where I 
met Rakosi, who welcomed me very warmly. 


Stalin instructed that I should go to Sukhumi so that we could talk to- 
gether, and this is what we did. 


I met Comrade Stalin in the garden of the house where he was spending his 
holidays--a marvelous garden full of trees and beds of multi-colored flowers 
bordering the roads and paths. I saw him from a distance strolling at his 
usual slow pace, a little bent and with his hands behind his back. 


As always he welcomed me very warmly and behaved in a very comradely way. 
He seemed to be in very good health. 


"I stay outside all day", he told me, "and only go inside to eat." 

Very happy to see him again and to find him so well, I wished him: 

"May you live another hundred years Comrade Stalin." 

"A hundred?" he said with a laugh, narrowing his eyes a little. "That's 
not much. In Georgia we've old people of 145 years of age and still going 


strong." 


"Another hundred Comrade Stalin, this is what our people say, another 
hundred above the age you have," I told him. 


"Tak harasho." (Very good [Russ.]) he said in the best of humor. That's 
fine, I agree." We laughed. When we were about to sit down to begin the 
talk, out of respect I tsok off my hat and hung it on the rack, but he 
said to me: 














"Don's take your hat off, keep it on too." 


I protested but he insisted, being concerned that I should nm: get a cold 
because it was damp outside, and told his assistant to bring it to me. 


During this unforgettable meeting Comrade Enver Hoxha continues further, 
I discussed a series of problems with Comrade Stalin. 


- Once again on the Greek problem Comrade Enver Hoxha points out that at 
the beginning he set forth to Comrade Stalin the disagreements of a prin- 
cipled character that had emerged between the leadership of the party of 
labor of Albania, and the leaders of the Greek Communist Party and shows 
of the exchange of views on these disagreements. 


"In the opinions and criticisms which we have made of the Greek comrades," 
I told Comrade Stalin, “we have always set out from sincere comradely aims, 
considering this an internationalist duty, irrespective «~f whether or not 
our opinions would be pleasing to them. We have wanted and have always 
tried to resolve these problems with the Greek comrades in a comradely way 
and a healthy communist spirit, while they for their part, have not only 
failed to show a similar spirit of understanding but also make accusations 
against us and are trying to lay the blame on others. Such views and stands 
are unacceptable to us," I said and added that Comrade Zachariades should 
bear in mind and not forget that we ourselves are responsible to the 
Albanian Party and people for the affairs of our party, people and homeland 
just as he is responsible to his party and people. 


{[AU262034] In regard to the support which we have expressed and still 
express for the struggle of the Greek people, this we consider a legitimate 
right and a duty which every people ought to carry out in regard to the 
just fight of a fraternal country. But the fact that we are uweighbours with 
Greece brought about that many innocent Greek men, women and chiidren, 
maimed, terrified, and pursued by the monarcho-fascists, came over our 
border as refugees. Towards all of them we adopted a just and very careful 
stand: we gave them aid and shelter and established them in allocated cen- 
ters far from the border with Greece. 


Continuing my explanation of this problem, I told Comrade Stalin that the 
influx of these refugees created many acute difficulties for us and, apart 
from carrying out our humanitarian duty, we were being careful to avoid 
allowing the opportunity for the presence of Greek democratic refugees on our 
territory to serve the further incitement of the anti-Albania psychosis of 
people in the Greek government. 


Continuing my presentation of our views in connection with the Greek 
problen, i also told Comrade Stalin about some other mistakes of the Greek 
comrades, such as their underestimating of protracted partisan war spread 
over the whole country and their reliance solely on "frontal war" with 
"regular armies." Their elimination of the role of the political 
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commissar in the partisan units, etc. The pressure of mistaken, petty- 
bourgeois views of career officers who did wot want or tolerate trusted 
party people beside them, I told Comrade Stalin, brought about that the 

role of the commissar in command in the Greek Democratic Army was 

diminished, considered of second-rate importance, and even totally elimi- 
mated. These and other such mistakes, make us think that there is confusion, 
opportunism and false modesty in the leadership of the Greek Communist Party 
and hiding of the leading role of the party. 


After listening attentively to all I put forward, Comrade Stalin, amongst 
other things said to me. 


“Like you, we too, agreed to the request of Zachariades for the departure 
of the Greek democratic refugees from Albania and have interested ourselves 
in assisting them to be settled where they wanted to go. We did this be- 
cause such a stand is humanitarian. Aid for this number of people was a 
burden even for us, but they had to go somewhere, because they could not 
stay in a country bordering on Greece. 


The stand which you have adopted towards the democratic soldiers who 
crossed your border seems to me correct, added Comrade Stalin. I am of 
che opinion that you Albanians should keep them, because you deserve them. 


It appears, continued Comrade Stalin, that the leaders of the Greek Communist 
Party have not evaluated the situation properly. They have underestimated 
the strength of the enemy, thinking they had to do only with Tsaldaris and 
not with the British and Americans. As to the final withdrawal by the Greek 
comrades, there are people who say that they should not have retreated, but 

| think that, after what has occurred, the democratic soldiers absolutely 

had to retreat, otherwise they would have all been wiped out. 


On the other questions the Greek comrades are not right. They could not 
wage a frontal war with regular armies, because they did not have even one 
army capable of this kind of war, nor a sufficient breadth of territory. 
Overestimating their strength and possibilities, they did everything 
openly, making it possible for the enemy to discover all their positions 
and their arsenal. 


Nevertheless, I think you should reach agreement with the Greek comrades. 
This is my view. What they say about you Albanians having adopted a 
"Trotskyite” and "Titoite" stand towards them, are baseless accusations. 


At dinner Comrade Enver Hoxha writes, Stalin asked me where and when I 
thought we could meet together with the Greek leaders to clear up the dis- 
agreements over principles which had arisen between us. 


"We are ready to meet whenever you like," I said. "Possibly even in 
January next year and we should hold the meeting in Moscow." 
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[AU262037] - On the situation in Yugoslavia after Tito's betrayal. 
The problem of Kosovo and of the other parts of Yugoslavia inhabited by 
Albanian population - 


Continuing the talk with Comrade Stalin, Comrade Enver Hoxha writes further 
on we spoke about the grave situation in the Communist Party of Yugoslavia 
following Tito'’s betrayal, about the anti-Marxist, nationalist, chauvinist 
policy which the Titoite clique pursued against Albania and other countries 
of people's democracy. In particular I spoke about the situation of the 
Albanian population in Kosovo and some other parts of Yugoslavia. 


"The line of the Communist Party of Yugoslavia in regard to Kosovo and 
other regions in Yugoslavia with an Albanian population, I told Comrade 
Stalin, from the beginning of the anti-fascist war to liberation, and even 
more after liberation, was and is chauvinist and nationalist. If it were 
in a sound Marxist-Leninist position, the Communist Party of Yugoslavia 
should have devoted special attention during the anti-fascist national 
liberation war to the qvestion of the Albanian population in Yugoslavia, 
because it is a minority large in numbers and right on the Albanian border. 
In the first years of the war, our view was that the question of the future 
of Kosovo and other Albanian regions in Yugoslavia should not be raised 
during the war. But the Albanians of Kosovo and other Albanian regions 
should fight against fascism within the framework of Yugoslavia, and this 
problem would be resolved by the sister parties, by the people's democratic 
regimes which would be established in Albania and Yugoslavia, and by the 
Albanian population there itself, after the war. 


The main question was that the Albanians of Kosovo and other parts of 
Yugoslavia had to be persuaded and convinced that by fighting fascism, 
shoulder to shoulder with the peoples of Yugoslavia, after the victory 
they would be free and the possibilities would be provided for them to 
decide their future for themselves. That is, that they themselves would 
decide whether they would be united with Albania or remain within the 
framework of Yugoslavia as an entity with a special status. 


A correct and principled policy in this direction would have brought about 
that the Albanian population of Kosovo and of other regions would have been 
mobilized with all their strength in the great anti-fascist war, irrespec- 
tive of the savage reaction and the demagogic fascist propaganda. Right 
from the start of the war we told the Yugoslav leaders of our opinion that 
they should mobilize the Albanian population in a patriotic spirit, should 
allow them to fly the Albanian flag along with the Yugoslav flag, shouid 
ti.ink about the participation of a bigger number from the Albanian element 
in the new state power to be created in the course of the war, should 
support and develop among the Albanians both the feeling of great love for 
Albania, their homeland, and the feeling of fraternity through the just war 
of the peoples of Yugoslavia, chat very close collaboration should be 
created and strengthened between the Albanian fighting units of Kosovo 

and the national liberation war of our country, while these fighting units 











of Kosovo and other regions should be linked with and guided by the general 
staff of the National Liberation Army of Yugoslavia, etc. But, as the 
reality showed, I continued presenting my ideas to Comrade Stalin, these 
just and essential demands were not to the liking of the Yugoslav leader- 
ship, therefore, not only was it obscure on statements of principle, but 
Tito made accusations of "nationalist deviations” against us and those 
Yugoslav comrades who considered these demands correct. He told to I. 
Stalin the opinion of our party in the early post war years that the prob- 
lem of Kosovo and of the other Albanian regions would find its correct 
sclution as soon as the proper moment would be created, Comrade Enver Hoxha 
proper moment points out in his memoirs, he told Stalin: 


[AU26042] We thought that this moment had been reached at the time of the 
signing of the treaty with Yugoslavia (the reference is to the treaty of 
friendship, collaboration and mutual assistance between the People’s Repub- 
lic of Albania and Federal People's Republic of Yugoslavia, signed in July 
1946), and I raised this problem with Tito then. Tito asked me what I 
thought about Kosovo. "Kosovo and the other regions of Yugoslavia with an 
Albanian population,” I replied, “are Albanian territory which the great 
powers unjustly tore away from Albania--they belong to Albania and should 
be returned to Albania. Now that we are two socialist countries the condi- 
tions exist for this problem to be solved correctly. "Tito said to me: "I 
agree, this is what we desire, but for the moment we are unable to do any- 
thing hecuase the Serbs do not understand such a thing." "If they don't 
understand it today," I said, “they will have to understand it tomorrow." 





At this moment Comrade Stalin asked me when I first met Tito and the other 
Yugoslav leaders. After telling him that I met them after the war, on the 
first visit I made to Belgrade in 1946, I continued: 


"The preblem of Kosovo and of the Albanian population living in other 
regions of Yugoslavia, its future, remains a problem which is up to the 
people of Kosovo and the other regions to decide for themselves. However, 
we for our part, without ever interfering in the internal affairs of Yugo- 
slavia, will never cease supporting the rights of our brothers of the one 
blood, living in Yugoslavia and will raise our voice against the terror, the 
policy of extermination, which the Tito-Rankovich clique is pursuing towards 
them." Finally I said to Comrade Stalin: "I have written you a letter 
about this problem." 


"I have read your letter," Comrade Stalin replied. "I agree with you that 
the people of Kosovo themselves should decide the question of their future." 


Apart from the anti-Marxist policy Tito has pursued towards Kosovo, Com- 
rade Stalin continued, he also wanted to annex Albania itself. This 
became obvious when Tito tried to send his divisions into Albania. We 
prevented such an action. Both of us know that the units of the Yugoslav 
army were to be dispatched to Albania to assist Koci Xoxe, so that, by 
means of these Yugoslav forces, he would liquidate free Albania and the 
Albanian Government. 
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“Tito,” I said, “took advantage of the fact that Greece at that period 

was committing provocations on our borders at every opportunity and he 
hatched up the intrigue that we would allegedly be subjected to “a large- 
scale attack from Greece", that “the attack was imminent” and “constituted 
a threat to Albania", etc. After this, in collaboration with the traitors, 
Koci Xoxe and ccmpany, with whom he had secret links, Tito suggested to 

us that he should send his armed forces to Albania, precisely to Korca, 

and later also to Gjirokastra. "To defend us from the Greek attack,” 

we strongly opposed this suggestion and immediately informed you about it. 
We were convinced that under cover of these divisions to help us, he aimed 
to occupy Albania, and this was also the view expressed in our report which 
you sent us. 


With a chuckle expressing both anger and deep irony, Stalin said: 


“And now Tito is accusing us of the Soviet Union allegedly interfering in 
the internal affairs of Yugoslavia, of allegedly wanting to attack Yugo- 
slavia--no, we have never wanted to do such a thing and it has never even 
crossed our minds because we are Marxist-Leninists, we are a socialist 
country, and we cannot act as Tito thinks and acts.” 


- To attack Albania is no Light matter - 


Further on Comrade Enver Hoxhe writes in his memoirs: As for Albania's 
international position, Comrade Stalin went on, this has been defined by 
the meeting of the three foreign ministers of the United States of America, 
Great Britain and the Soviet Union. You know of the declarations of Hull, 
Eden and Molotov on this question. A big noise is being made alieging that 
Yugosiavia, Greece, etc., are going to attack Albania but this is no Light 
matter, either for them or for any other enemy said Comrade Stalin. Com- 
rade Enver Hoxha writes that answering the question on the denunciation by 
Tito of the treaty of peace and friendship with Albania, he said to Stalin: 


"And the way Tito denounced the treaty was typically Titoite. On 2 November 
this year the Yugoslav leaders sent us an official note full of slanders 

and base accusations, in which they called on us, in the form of an ulti- 
matum, to abandon our road and take their road of betrayal. Then, on 

12 November, without waiting for a reply to their first note thev sent us 
their second note in which they denounced the treaty.” 


[AU262046] However, we gave them our reply to both their notes, just as 
they deserved, and we are still living very well, even without their 
treaty of “friendship”. 


~ An unforgettable dinner - 
This meeting Comrade Enver Hoxha continues, passed in a warm, happy and 


very intimate atmosphere. After the tete a tete talk I had with Comrade 
Stalin, we went into the house for dinner. At the entrance to the 
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dining-room there was a kind of an antercom where we hung our coats and 
hats. In the dining-room itself, which was half-panelled in timber, there 
was a long table, and here and there other tables for serving d.shes and 
drinks. Present at the dinner were two Soviet generals, the one Stalin's 
aide-de-camp and the other my escort during my visit. Stalin talked, asked 
questions, cracked jokes with us and the two generals. When we sat at the 
table he made jokes about the disies. The way the dinner was served was 
very interesting. There was no waiter to serve us. A girl brought in all 
the food in dishes covered to keep them hot--she put the dishes on the 
table and left. Stalin got ep, took the dish himself and standing there 
carved the chicken, then sat down and resumed his jokes. 


"Let us begin", he said addressing me, “what are you waiting for? Do you 
think the waiters will come to serve us? There you have the dishes, take 
them, lift the lids and start eating, or you'll go supperless.” 


He laughed again heartily, that exhilerating laugh of his, that went 

right to one's heart. From time to time he rais<u his glass and drank a 
toast. At one moment, Stalir's aide-de-camp seeing that Stalin was taking 
another kind of drink from tle table, made an attempt to stop him and told 
him not to mix his drinks. he did so as it was his duty to take care of 
Stalin. Stalin laughed and said that it would do no harm. But when the 
cvneral insisted, Stalin replied to him in a tone half angry, half in fun: 
“Leave me in peace, don't pester me like Tito,” 
the eve, laughing. We all laughed. 


and looked me right in 


By the end of the dinner he showed me a fruit and said: “Have you ever 
tasted this kind of fruit?" "No," I said, "I've never seen it. How is it 
eaten?" He told me its name. It was an Indian or tropical fruit. He 
took it, peeled it and gave it to me. "Try it,” he said, “my hands are 
clean". And I was reminded of the fine custom of our people who, while 
talking, peel the apple and give ic to the guest to eat. 


- Stalin's stand on the forming of joint companies - 


In his memoirs, Comrade Enver Hoxha points out Stalin's stand as a genuine 
internationalist who consistently applied the principle of equality in the 
relations with the communist parties and the countries of people's 
democracy. In regard to this he writes among the others: 


In this unforgettable meeting with Comrade Stalin, both during the conversa- 
tion in the garden and during the dinner, we talked in a profoundly comradely 
spirit about problems of the economic and socio-cultural development of our 
country, too. 


As in all the other meetings, after inquiring in detail about our economic 
situation and the over-all development of the new Albania, Stalin gave me 
a lot of valuable advice which has always helped us in our work. 
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{ gave Comrade Stalin a general outline of the state of affairs with us, 
told him about the successes achieved in the realization of plans, about 
the great mobilization of the people, as wel‘ as about a number of diffi- 
culties and shortcomings which we were aware of and were struggling to 
overcome. 


Speaking to Stalin about the unexploited mineral wealth in Albania, Comrade 
Enver Hoxha writes ia his memoirs that he would like to know Stalin's 
opinion. In reply, after expressing his joy about our successes in the 
country's economic development, writes Comrade Enver Hoxha, Comrade Stalin 
told me that he did not agree oa the creation of joint Albania-Soviet 
companies and explained to m# that though some steps had initially been 
taken in this direction, with some of the countries of people's democracy, 
they had considered them wrong and given them up. 


"We shall help today and in the future, too,” uc continued, “therefore we 
are going to give you sore people and more of everything else than we have 
given you so far. We now have the practical possibilities to give you more 
because our current five-year plan is going on well." 


{[AU262049] - Stalin's special interest and concern for the development of 
Albania - 


| thanked Comrade Stalin writes Comrade Enver Hoxha, for the aid they had 
given and would give us in the future. 


"Thank me when you receive the aid,” he said smiling, and then asked: 
"What do the trains run on--oil or coal?" 


"Coal, mainly," I told him, “but the new types of locomotives we have 
received run on oil." 


"Do you process your oil? How is work going on with the refinery?" he 
asked continuing the talk. 


"We are building a new refinery with Soviet ecuipment,” I said. "Next 
year we shall install the machinery." 


"Do you have coal?" 


"We do,” I told him, “and geological surveys show that our prospects in 
this direction are good." 


"You must work to discover and extract as muc '' possible," Comrade 
Stalin advised me. “It is very necessary for ..~ | lopment of industry 
and the economy in general, therefore give it attexu ion, because it will 
be difficult for you without it.” 


48 














As at all the other meetings, Comrade S*alin displayed special interest 
and concern about the situation of our peasantry, the development of agri- 
culture and the policy of our party in th‘s important fielc. 


"Your government must work with might and main for the development of 
agriculture,” Comrade Stalin told me among other things, “must assist the 
peasantry so that the peasant sees concretely that the government is taking 
an interest in him and in the continuous improvement of his life.” 


During dinner Comrade Stalin also asked we: 
"What do the Albanian peasants who visited the Soviet Union, say?" 


I told him that they had returned to Albania with very good aad indelible 
impressions. In their talks with comrades and friends, at metings and 
open discussions with the people, they speak with profound acmiration about 
everything they saw in the Soviet Union, about your all-round successes 
and especially about che development of Soviet agriculture. Among other 
things, I told him how one of our peasants, who had been in the Soviet 
Union, described the sample of the Georgian maize. 


This pleased Comrade Stalin greatly and the next day | learnt that he had 
told it to some Soviet comrades who came to visit me. On this occasion 
Stalin, personally, had instructed them to bring some bags of seed-maize 
‘rom Georgia. Also on his instructions, that same day they brought us 
eucalyptus seeds, too. 


During this meting, Comrade Stalin talked, as always, quietly and calmly, 
asked questions and listened very attentively, expressed his opinion, gave 
us advice, but always in a thoroughly comradely spirit. 


"There are mo cut and dried prescriptions about how you should behave on 
this or that occasion, about how this or that problem should be solved," 
he would repeat frequently, according to the various questions I raised. 


- The Vatican is a center of reaction, a tool in the service of capital 
and world reaction - 


Then Comrade Enver Hoxha writes: During the talk with Stalin I pointed out 
to him the stand of the clergy, especially the Catholic clergy in Albania, 
our position in relation te it, and asked how he judged our stand. 


"The Vatican is a center of reaction,” Comrade Stalin told me among other 
things, “it is a tool in the service of capital and world reaction, which 
supports this international organization of subversion and espionage. It 

is a fact that many Catholic priests and missionaries of the Vatican are 
old-hands at espionage on a world scale. Imperialism has tried and is still 
trying to realize its aims by means of them." Then he told of what had 
happened once in Yalta with Roosevelt, the head of the American Catholic 
church and others. 











During the talk with Roosevelt, Churchill and others on problems of the 
anti-Hitlerite war, they had said: "We must no longer fight the Pope in 
Rome. What have you against him that you attack tim?" 


JAU262053] =“! have nothing against him,” Stalin replied. 
"Then, let us make the pope our ally," they said, “let us admit him to 
the coalition of the great allies." 


"All right,” said Stalin “but the anti-fascist alliance is an alliance to 
wipe out fascism and Nazism. As you know, gentlemen, this war is waged 
with soldiers, artillery, machine-gun;:, tanks, aircraft. If the pope or 
you can tell us what armies, artillery, machine-guns, tanks and other 
weapons of war the pope possesses, let him become our ally. We don't need 
an ally for talk and incense.” 


After that, they made no further mention of the question of the pope, and 
the Vatican. 





"Were there Catholic priests in Albania, who betrayed the people?" Comrade 
Stalin asked me then. 

"Ves," I told him, “indeed the heads of the Catholic church made common 
cause with the Nazi-fascist foreign invaders right from the start, placed 
themselves completely in their service, and did everything within their 
power to disrupt our National Liberation War and perpetuate the foreign 
domination." 


“What did you do about them?" 


"«fter the victory," I told him, “we arrested them and put them on trial 
pad they received the punishment they deserved." 


"Very good,” Stalin said to me. "What more could I add? If you are clear 
about the fact that religion is opium for the people and that the Vatican 

is a center of obscurantism, espionage and subversion against the cause of 
the peoples, then you know how you should act, precisely as you have done.” 


| remember that at the end of this unforgettable meeting Comrade Stal in 
gave us a piece of general advice: Strengthen the internal situation well, 
strengthen the political work with the masses. 


Stalin kept me a full 5 hours at this meeting. From Sukhum on 25th of 
November 1949, I sent Mehmet this telegram: 





"Finished work yesterday. They will help us in everything. All I requested 
was agreed to with very great cordiality. I am well. Can hardly be there 
for the celebrations. My best greetings for the celebrations. I leave by 
the first means available." 


cso: 2020 
SO 








EXTRACTS FROM ENVER HOXHA'S BOOK ON STALIN--PART VI 
AU262055 Tirana ATA in English 0900 GMT 26 Dec 79 AU 


[ATA headline: Part Six--"Extracts From the Book by Comrade Enver Hoxha 
‘With Stalin’ (Memoirs)"] 


[Text] Tirana, 26 Dec (ATA)--Following extracts from Comrade Enver Hoxha's 
recollections at his fourth meeting with Stalin, taken from his book "With 
Stalin" (Memoirs): 


The Fourth Meeting 
January 1950 


Confrontation, in Stalin’s presence over disagreements of principle between 
the leadership of the Party of Labour of Albania and the leaders of the Greek 
Communist Party. Pres nt were: Stalin, Molotov. Malenkov, Enver Hoxha, 
Mehmet Shehu, Nicos Z.chariades, Mitsos Parteslides. On the strategy 

and tactics of the Greek Democratic Army. Varkiza. The tactics of pas- 

sive defence is the mother of defeat. Why the defeats at the Mt Vitsi and 

Mt Gramos? On the leading role of the party of the commissar. Nicos 
Zachariades expresses his views. Stalin's evaluation. 


Comrade Enver Hoxha gives an expose, he made at chis meeting on the disagree- 
ments of principle between the leadership of the Party of Labour of Albania 
and the leaders of the Greek Communist Party. 


On the strategy and tactics of the Greek Democratic Army: 


"Comrade Stalin, we have sent a letter to the Central Committee of the Com- 
munist Party of the Soviet Union about disagreements over matters of prin- 
ciple we have with the Greek Communist Party, especially with its main lead- 
ers. We have requested this meeting in your presence in order for you to 
judge whether we are right or wrong in our views." 
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"I am aware of the question you have raised," said Comrade Stalin, “but I 
would like you to repeat the problems you are concerned about here in the 
presence of the Greek comrades." 


Then I began my expose: 


“Our first disagreement with the Greeek comrades was over the strategy and 
tactics of the war of the Greek Democratic Army. Both for us Albanians and 
for the Greek people, the war against Hitlerite and Italian fascists was a 
liberation war, on which the fate of our peoples depended. We had to and 
did base this war on the heroic war of the Red Army of the Soviet Union. 
Right from the start, we Albanians were convinced that we would come out 
victorious, because our entire people had risen in a great liberation war, 
in which they had beside them the great Soviet Union, which would smash 
German Nazism." 


Our party supported the Soviet-British-American Alliance, because, through 
to the end, it considered this an anti-fascist coalition to crush the Ger- 
man Nazis. But at the same time we never created the illusion that the 
Anglo-American imperiaiists would be the loyal friends and allies of the 
Albanian people. On the contrary, while supporting the alliance in general 
we made a radical distinction between the Soviet Union and the Anglo-Americans 
from the beginning. With this I want to say that our party, our army and 
the general staff of our army not only never submitted to the dictate of the 
British and the allied Mediterranean headquarters, but even when we allowed 
them to give us advice, we took it with very great caution. We asked for 
weapons from the British but we saw they sent us very few. As you know, we 
waged partisan warfare, from which we went on later to big detachments up 

to the creation of the Regular National Liberation Army. 


The Geek people fought under the same conditions as we. They rose against 
Italian fascist aggressors, drove them back, defeated them and even entered 
Albania. Although our communist party was not founded at that time, the 
communists and our people helped the Greeks in their war against fascist 
Italy, although they were under occupation themselves. However, with the 
intervention of the Hitlerite army in the war against Greece, the Greek 
monarchist army was forced to withdraw to its own territory and was defeated. 
After that period, began the resistance and national liberation war of the 
Greek people, led by the Greek Communist Party, which created the EAM, 
organized the partisan units and other bigger units later. 





During the national liberation war which they waged, our two peoples de- 
veloped even closer fraternal relations. We established relations between 
ourselves, and even undertook military operations with combined fighting 
units against the German armies on Greek territory. Just as in our country, 
reaction in Greece, too, was strong and the occupiers were very well organ- 
ized. This, too, was a phenomenon in common. 
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On our part, we made efforts and achieved some results in isolating the heads 
of reaction and in winning over elements that had made mistakes from its ranks. 
I cannot say with precision how they acted in Greece, but we have criticized 
the comrades of the leadership of the Greek Communist Party because the EAM 

and they themselves committed a major political mistake of principle in sub- 
ordinating national liberation war of the Greek people to the Anglo-American 
strategy and placing it virtually under the direction of the British and the 
Mediterranean headquarters. 


Pursuing this matter, I would like to point out that we have had a series of 
political, ideological and military talks with leading comrades of the Greek 
Communist Party, and this is understandable, because we were two communist 
parties and had the one strategic aim--the liberation of our countries from 
the Nazi-fascist occupiers and the reactionary bourgeoisie of each country. 


We saw that, despite the cutstanding bravery, of the Greek partisans and 
their commanders, after Comrade Nicos Zachariades, was released from the 
Hitlerite concentration camps, he occupied a leading position in "liberated" 
Greece with the British Army stationed there on the basis of the agreements 
Signed earlier at Caserta and Cairo by representatives of the EAM, agreements 
which, in the end, led to the Varkiza agreement. Our party did not agree 
with these actions of the Greek Communist Party, and considered them as a 
subordination of the Greek democratic war, as a failure of its policy of 
liberation and capitulation to Anglo-American reaction. 


What is more, at a mass meeting in the Athens stadium, at which the chiefs 
of the Greek bourgeois parties spoke in turn, Comrade Nicos Zachariades 
spoke, too, as leader of the Greek Communist Party, and declared among other 
things: "If the other Greek democratic parties demand the autonomy of 
"Vorio-Epirus', the Greek Communist Party will associate itself with them." 
Our party immediately protested publicly and warned that it would combat 
such views mercilessly. Following this event we invited Comrade Nicos 
Zachariades to a meeting, at which I criticized him severely, describing 

his statement as an anti-Marxist and anti-Albanian stand, and I made it very 
clear to him that "Vorio-epirus" which is Albanian territory, will never be- 
come Greek territory. I want to say on this occasion, that Comrade Nicos 
Zachariades acknowledged his mistake, admitted to us that he had made a grave 
error in this direction and promised to correct the mistake he had made. 


Varkiza 


Our opposition to the leadership of the Greek Communist Party, with Comrade 
Zachariades at the head, is based, in the first place, on Varkiza, where the 
Greek Communist Party and the EAM signed the agreement which is nothing but 
a capitulation, a surrender of their arms. The Party of Labour of Albania 
described this act as a betrayal of the Greek Communist Party and the fra- 
ternal Greek people. Not only should Varkiza never have come to pass, but 
it must be sternly condemned. 
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Nicos Zachariades has defended a thesis which is the opposite of ours, on 
Varkiza. He had always insisted that it was not at all a capitulation, or 

a betrayal, but "an act which had to be done in order to gain time and allow 
them to seize power.” 


After the capitulation at Varkiza, the Greek national liberation was was re- 
sumed. The Central Committee of the Greek Communist Party held it plenary 
meeting to which delegates from our party were invited, and we sent Comrade 
Mehmet Shehu there. We simply rejoiced over and encouraged the fierce 
attacks launched all over Greece against the monarcho-fascists, who, seeing 
the danger of the situation created, went over from reliance on the British 
to reliance on the Americas. The United States of America sent the notor- 
ious General Van Fleet, whom they considered a consummate strategist, to 
command their army in Greece. 


The Tactic of Passive Defence Is the Mother of Defeat 


We have had contradictions with Zachariades, Barozotas, and Ioannides over 
the character of the war that the Greek Democratic Army should have waged 
against the numerous regular forces of Greek reaction, armed with most 
modern means of warfare by the American imperialists. Thus, there was seen 
an opposition over principles between our two parties on this question, too. 
On this basis of our national liberation war, we think that the Greek demo- 
cratic war should not have been transformed into a frontal war, but should 
have retained the character of a partisan war, fought with small and large 
units. In this way, Van Fleet's numerous forces would not have been able 

to liquidate the Greek democratic army. But, on the contrary, this army 
would have harassed and attacked these forces from all quarters with the 
tactics of partisan warfare, inflicted losses and gradually weakened then, 
until it had prepared the counter-offensive. We support the thesis that the 
Greek partisan war should have been based on the peuple, while the weapons 
should have been captured from the enemy. 


Zachariades’ views on strategy were in opposition to ours. The comrades 

of the leadership of the Greek Communist Party not only described the re- 
grouping of the national liberation partisan forces, which they managed to 
carry out, as a "regular" and "modern" army in form, but they also claim 
that they had equipped it with the strategy and tactic of the frontal war of 
a regular army. In our opinion, the forces which they regrouped were, in 
fact, just a partisan army, which they did not succeed in equipping either 
with the partisan tactic, or with the tactic of a regular army. On the 
other hand, in their military operations the Greek comrades followed the 
tactic of passive defence which is the mother of defeat. This, in our 
opinion, was a grave mistake of the leading comrades of the Greek Communist 
Party, who have proceeded from the incorrect principle that partisan war- 
fare has no final objective, that is, does not lead to the seizure of power. 
From the talks we have had with them, we have formed the opinion that the 
Greek comrades conceive partisan war as a war of isolated guerilla units 

of 10-15 men, which according to them, have no prospect of growth and 
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development into brigades, divisions, army corps, etc. This is not correct. 
As the experience of every such war has shown, and as our national liberation 
war confirmed, provided, it is well led, partisan warfare with small units 
grows gradually as the war develops, as the revolutionary drive of the masses 
gathers Impetus, and thus reaches the stage of the general armed uprising 

and the creation of a regular people's army. But the comrades of the leader- 
ship of the Greek Communist Party stubbezuly defended their views and cate- 
gorically excluded the necessity for che expansion and strengthening of parti- 
San war in Greece. We have not accepted and do not accept these views of 
theirs. Allow me to express our opinion about how the situation presented 
itself at the time when the Greek Communist Party went underground and had 

to begin the war anew: At that time, the ELAS (the Greek National Libera- 
tion Army) detachments had surrendered their arms, their bases had been 
destroyed, they lacked clothing, food, weapons, the morale of the EAS fight- 
ers had declined, the movement was in retreat. From the outset, the Greek 
Communist Party described precisely these regrouped forces as a "regular" 

and "modern" army which, according to them, could fight with the strategy 

and tactics of a modern army and withstand open frontal war with an enemy 

ten times its strength. We think that this partisan army should have fought 
according to the partisan tactics, as our teachers--Marx, Engels, Lenin and 
Stalin, teach us. How can this regrouping of partisan forces which the Greek 
Communist Party carried out, be called a regular army when it did not have 
the necessary cadres, tanks, aircraft, artillery, means of communications, 
clothing, tood, or even the most necessary light weapons? We think that 
these views of the Greek comrades are wrong. 


While calling this regrouping of partisan forces a regular army equipped, 
according to them, with "the fighting strategy and tactics of a regular 
army” (strategy and tactics which were never applied in reality) the leader- 
ship of the Greek Communist Party also did not think seriously, in a Marxist 
manner, about how this army would be supplied. The Greek comrades said: 
"There is no possibility of capturing our weapons from the enemy.” But 

such views, in our opinion, are contrary to the teachings of Lenin, who 

said that in no instance should you wait for aid from abroad, or from on 
high, but you must secure everything for yourselves, that in no instance 
should the organisation or re-o. ganisation of detachments be neglected on 
the pretext of lack of weapons, etc. The comrades of the Greek leadership, 
underrating the enemy, thought that the seizure of power was an easy thing 
and could be done without protracted and bloody battles, and without sound, 
all-round organisation. These views of the Greek comrades brought other 
bitter consequences which caused their ultimate defeat, but the astonishing 
thing is that, even in the recent talks we have had with them, they consider 
their views correct. 


However, in our opinion, based on facts, the tactics and strategy for the 

war which Comrade Nicos upholds are wrong. In the conversation I had with Va 
Comrade Zachariades, he claimed that the units of the Greek democratic army 

could not penetrate deep into Greek territory because the monarcho-fascists 








and Van Fleet had burned the villages and had deported the population, so 
that, accordirg to him, all the inhabited centres were deserted. I told 

him that such a thing could occur, but not to the proportions Zachariades 
claimed. This was my opinion based on the logic of facts, because obviously, 
the monarcho-fascists and the American Army could not possibly clear the 
population from all the inhabited areas of Greece. 


Why the Defeats at the Mt Vitsi and Mt Gramos? 


Likewise we disagreed with the claims and views expressed in a letter of 
the political bureau of the Greek Communist Party addressed to the poli- 
tical bureau of our party, in which the Greek leaders, wanting to avoid go- 
ing deeply into their mistakes and wanting to hide them, claim that their 
defeats stem from their not being supplied with weapons, ammunition and 
clcthing in the necessary quantities and that the enemy had domination in 
the air and one the sea and was amply supplied by the Anglo-Americans. The 
truth is that the enemy was much better supplied and had superior strength 
in men and material. However, in such a case, when you are conducting a 
war against internal reaction and foreign military intervention, the best 
course is that the enemy should become the greatest source of supplies. 

The Greek democratic army ought to have captured its weapons from the enemy, 
but these weapons could not be captured by following the tactic of defen- 
Sive warfare, of passive defence. Nevertheless, we think that the basic 
question is not one of supplies. We think that, in rejecting the tactic of 
partisan warfare and its development, to the general armed uprising and 

the seizure of power, the leadership of the Greek Communist Party has 
applied a defensive and passive tactic which is unacceptable either ina 
partisan war or in a frontal war with regular armies. By pursuing such a 
tactics, the Greek democratic army, apart from other things, deprived it- 
self of the possibility of extending to other areas of the councry where it 
would certainly have found an inexhaustible source of supply of manpower in 
the sons and daughters of the people, and likewise deprived itself of the 
possitality of capturing its weapons from the enemy, through ceaseless 
rapid, well-thought actions, carried out where the enemy least expected 
them. Marxism-Leninism teaches us that there must be no playing at armed 
insurrection, and the history of so many wars has confirmed that the de- 
fensive spells death for any armed uprisirg. If it remains on the defensive, 
the uprising is very quickly crushed by a more powerful and better equipped 
enemy. 


In our opinion, the very tactic the Greek comrades employed confirms this. 
The biggest active forces of the Greek democratic army were kept permanently 
within the fortified sectors of Vitsi and Gramos. These forces were trained 
for defensive trench warfare and a frontal war which the enemy army imposed 
on them at the wish of their leadership and they accepted it. The Greek 
comardes thought they would take power by means of defensive and passive 
war. In our opinion, power cannot be taken by defending yourselves at 
Gramos. The only manoeuvres the leadership of the Greek Communist Party 
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made (and this was imposed on it by the circumstances) was that in the battle 
at Gramos in 1948, where the truly heroic Greek partisans resisted for 
seventy days on end, inflicted losses in men on the enemy, but in the end, 
in order to escape encirclement and annihilation, broke out from Gramos 

and went over to Vitsi. However, this was still far from the seizure of 
power. The Greek democratic army should have carried out attacks to capture 
cities. This was not achieved. At that time, too, the Greek comrades 
claimed that they lacked the forces. This may be true, but why did they 
lack forces and where should they have found them? The Greek comrades did 
not anaiyse this problem deeply and did not solve it, either at that time, 
or later, in the proper Marxist-Leninist way. The tactic of the Greek 
comrades, as they put it in the letter of their political bureau addressed 
to our political bureau, was to hold Vitsi and Gramos at any cost, as their 
base for the further development of the war, and they made success in war 
dependent exclusively on supplies, but without ever finding the correct way 
to secure those supplies by fighting. 


Thus, suffering defeat after defeat, the Greek democratic army was forced to 
retreat and entrench itself again in the zones of Vitsi and Gramos. This 
was a very critical phase, both for the Greek democratic army and for our 
country. During this period we followed the activities of the Greek com- 
rades with great attention. Before the final offensive of the monarcho- 
fascists against the Greek democratic army, the Greek comrades of the lead- 
ership were of the opinion that their political and military situation was 
absolutely excellent, whereas that of the enemy, according to them, was 
utterly desperate. They held the view that "Vitsi is extremely well forti- 
fied and impregnable to the enemy. If the enemy attacks Vitsi, it has 
signed its death warrant." 


Comrade Vlantas held that the enemy would direct the main blow against Gramos 
and not against Vitsi. 


But a little before the final attack, we informed the Greek comrades that 
the enemy would launch their attack on Vitsi on the 10th of August, and 
not on Gramos. This information enabled the Greek comrades to avoid being 
caught by surprise, and to take measures in time. However, even after 
this, they still believed that the main blow would be directed against 
Gramos. According to them, the enemy attack on Vitsi and not on Gramos 
"changes nothing for us. We have taken all measures both at Visti and 

at Gramos. Vitsi is impregnable," they thought, "It is extremely well 
fortified. All the roads through which the enemy might attempt to pass have 
been made impassable. The enemy cannot bring his heavy weapons into the 
Vitsi zone, victory is ours." 


These were the views of the Greek comrades two days before the enemy attack 
on Vitsi. Within one day the marcho-fascists captured the third iine of 
defence at Vitsi and Vitsi was reduced in a matter of two or three days. 
There was very little fighting and resistance. This came as a great surprise 














to us. However, we had taken all measures for defence against an eventual 
attack on our territory by the monarcho-fascists. The Greek comrades, and 
Comrade Partsalides, who is present here, were not really convinced about the 
need for the defensive measures we had taken, and called them hasty on our 
part. The Greek comrades were not realistic. Many refugees, among them 
democratic soldiers, who were routed were forced to cross our border. What 
could we do? We accepted them and accommodated them in allocated places. 


The analysis whick the politicual bureau of the Greek Communist Party made 

of the defeat at Vitsi did not satisfy us. We think that a thorough analysis 
was required, because grave mistakes were made there. After the retreat 

from Vitsi, Comrade Zachariades based the prospect of victory on Gramos. 
"Gramos," he said, “is more favourable to us than Vitsi. The tanks, which 
were the decisive factor in the victory of the monarcho-fascists at Vitsi, 
cannot manoeuvre at Gramos," etc. 


It must be said that at that time Tito's betrayal had become known. Later 
Zachariades claimed that the "Only ones who gave the Greek refugees asylum 
were the Albanians, that the Yugoslavs not only did not permit the refugees 
to cross into their territory, but even opened fire on them when they turned 
their back. Possibly this may have been so, we cannot say anything about it. 


In a talk with Comrade Zachariades about the retreat from Vitsi, I again 
raised the question of their mistakes and the inability of the Greek Com- 
munist Party, and in particular, of the commander of Vitsi, General Vlandas, 
to form an objective pciture of the situation. "His ideas," I said to 
Nicos, “have been proved wrong. The fact that the Greek democratic army 
was unable to defend Vitsi, proved this." 


Nicos Zachariades contradicted me, saying that Vitsi fell because of the 
mistake of a commander, who had not placed the battalion allocated at one 
part of the front and failed to appear himself at his position in the 
fighting. Thus, according to Nicos, this commander was the cause of the 
defeat at Vitsi, therefore, he told me, "We took measures and condemned him.’ 
This was a very simplistic explanation on the part of Comrade Nicos for such 
a major defeat. 


I told him frankly and in a comradely way that I could not believe such a 
thing. 


"Believe me or not, that's how it is," Nicos said. 
Nevertheless, I continued: "What is to be done now"? 
Nicos answered: "We'll fight." 


"But where will you fight"? 


"At Gramos, which is an impregnable fortress." 
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I asked the question: "Do you intend to place the whole Greek democratic 
army there"? 


"Yes," replied Nicos Zachariades “we shall send it all back to Gramos." 


I said, you know your own business and it is you who decides, but our opin- 
ion is that Gramos can resist no longer, therefore all those brave fighters 
of the Greek democratic army of whom you are the leader, should not be 
sacrificed in vain. We are your comrades and friends, and you must nandle 
your own affairs as seems best to you, however, I would like you to summon 
Comrade Bardzotas, the commander of the Greek troops at Gramos, and discuss 
this matter with him. Nicos opposed this idea of mine and told xe that this 
was impossoble. 


We know what happened later. Gr became the final defeat of the Greek 
democratic army. 


The forces at Gramos were routed in four days. In our opinion, the war was 
not organized there. A completely passive defence was maintained. We do 
not exclude that fierce fighting may have occurred at some places such as 
Polje and Kamenik, where some soldiers of the Greek democratic army resisted 
with heroism. With the exception of the Kamenik forces the whole retreat 
from Gramos, was disorderly, like that from Vitsi. Among the officers and 
men of the Greek democratic army there was murmuring about the wrong de- 
fensive tactics employed at Gramos. Comrade Zachariades has confirmed this 
to us. 


We think that at the battles of Gramos and Vitsi the comrades of the Greek 
leadership did not keep in mind the Marxist-Leninist principles of people's 
war. The monarcho-fascist columns reached their predetermined positions 
with great speed and unmolested. They swept through the mountain crags and 
encircled the democratic forces, who stayed in their trenches and did not 
counterattack, the enemy attacked, drove the partisans out of the trenches 
and occupied the fortifications. The command of the Greek democratic army 
had dispersed its forces in fortified positions and failed to use its re- 
serves to counter-attack and smash the enemy offensive by means of continual 
attacks and rapid manoeuvring. We think that their erroneous views on the 
tactic of the war brought about their defeat. The men were capable of what 
was required of them, they were old partisans, tested in battle, with high 
morale, who fought heroically. 


On the other hand, by applying its tactics of passive defence the leadership 
of the Greek Communist Party allowed the monarcho-fascist army to regroup 
and reorganize, failed to attack in order to hinder the preparations of the 
enemy and bring about the failure, or at least, the weakening of its offen- 
sive, so as to allow the active forces of the Greek democratic army to 
maneuvre on a large scale and strike incessantly at the enemy forces every- 
where. These are some of the reasons which, in our opinion caused the re- 
cent defeats in Gramos and Vitsi. In its analysis of the defeat at Vitsi, 








the political bureau of the Greek Communist Party says that “the leadership 
has grave responsibility,” but it says nothing about where this responsi- 
bility lies and moreover, goes on to shed this responsibility in all direc- 
tions. We think that this is not a Marxist-Leninist analysis. 


To achieve success in their war, the Greek comrades should not have followed 
th tactic of passive defence, but should have thoroughly applied the Marxist- 
Leninist principles on the armed uprising. The tactic that should have been 
followed, we believe, had to have the aim of damaging the enemy forces in- 
cessantly and in many directions of making the situation insecure for the 
enemy at all times, obliging them to disperse their forces, striking panic 

and horror amongst them, and making it impossible for them to control the 
Situation. Thus, tlhe revolutionary war of the Greek people would have grown 
continously, would 4.» clarmed the enemy at first and then would have made 

it lose control of the situation, would have liberated whole regions and zones 
and subsequently gone over to the next objective, i.e., the general uprising 
and the liberation of the whole country. In this way, the partisan war in 
Greece had the prospect of development. 


In the talks we have had with them, we have frequently told the Greek conm- 
rades in a comradely manner, that the Greek partisan army must try to capture 
its armaments from the enemy in battle, must fight with the weapons of the 
enemy ond secure its food and clothing from the people, together with whom 
and for whom it must fight. 


We have told our Greek comrades that first of all, the partisan army must 

be linked with the people from whom it has become separated and without whom 
it cannot exist. The people must be taught to fight together with the army 
and to assist it and love it as their own liberator. This is an essential 
condition. The people must be taught that they must not surrender to the 
enemy, and the ranks of the army should be strengthened with men and women, 
the sons and daughters of the people, by Greece itself. 


On the Leading Role of the Party in the Army. The Place and Role of Commissar 


Likewide, we have told the Greek comrades, in a comradely manner, that the 
leading role of the party in the Greek partisan army must be ensured more 
firmly: the political commissar of the company, battalion, brigade and 
division should be the true representative of the party, and as such should 
have the right to commard, just the same as the commander. But, we have 
noticed and have often pointed out to the comrades that they have not taken 
a correct view of the leading role of the party in the army. On this problem 
I have exp, essed the opinion of our party to Comrade Stziin previously and 
we deal with this again in the letter we sent him. Failure to understand 
the leading role of the party in the army, we think, was one of the main 
reasons which led to the defeat of the Greek democratic army in the war. 

We always proceed from the Marxist-Leninist teaching that the commander 

and the political commissar form an entity which directs the miJitary actions 
and the political education of the units, that they are equally responsible 








for the situation of their detachment from every viewpoint, that both of 
them, the commander and the commissar, lead their unit, their detachment in 
the fighting. 


Without the political commissar we would not have had the Red Army, Lenin 
teaches us. We followed these principles in our national liberation army 
and follow them now in our people's army. In the Greek national liberation 
army, ELAS, the joint command of the commander and the commissar has existed, 
but this was not properly implemented in practice. The pressure of erroneous 
bourgeois views of career officers, who could not tolerate trusted people of 
the party in command alongside them, brought about that, at that time, the 
role of the commissar in command in the Greek democratic army was over- 
shadowed and relegated to second place. This is a consequence of the views 
of the leaders of the Greek Communist Party on the “regular army." The Greek 
comrades of the leadership try to justify the elimination of the role of the 
political commissar by taking the army of some other country as an example, 
but we think that the Greek comrades are not realistic on this question. 


Such mistakes were noticed even after the Greek national liberation army re- 
sume the war. Since the dismissal of General Marcos this army had not had a 
commander-in-chief. We think that such a situation was not correct. With us, 
the general secretary of the party has been and is simultaneously commander- 
in-chief of the army. We think this is correct. In time of peace perhaps 
it may not be so, possibly the ministry of defence might fill this position, 
but in the conditions of the Greek democratic army, when it was still at 
war, there should have been a commander-in-chief of the army, and we thought 
and still think, on the basis of our experience, that this political and 
military function belongs to the general secretary of the party. We have 
frequently expressed this view of ours to the Greek comrades. The reasons 
which the Greek comrades have given us to show why they did not act in that 
way, are unconvincing. The Greeek comrades have told us that "Comrade 
Zachariades is very modest," or "We had bitter experience with Tito who was 
general secretary, prime minister and supreme commander of the army" 
simultaneously. It seems to us that this is not a question of modesty, 

this has no connection, either, with what they say about Tito, behind which, 
it seems to us that something else is insinuated. 


We were astonished at a number of secret forms which the Greek comrades used, 
but we saw that the reality was quite different. We cannot explain these 
except with our impression that among the Greek comrades there was confu- 
sion, opportunism, false modesty and hi«atng of the leading role of the party. 
Perhaps, the general secretary of the party need not be commander-in-chief 
of the army, but that an army at war should not have a comnander-in-chief, as 
was the case of the Greek democratic army after the dismissal of Marcos, 

has always seemed wrong to us. 


The Greek comrades make no one responsible for this situation and for the 
subsequent defeats. They divide the responsibility attributing it ~.o both 
the guilty and the innocent. They put the blame on all the party members, 
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something which is not at all right, because the members of the Greek Conm- 
munist Party have fought and are fighting heroically. We think that the 
comrades of the Greek leadership are afraid to make a thorough analysis of 
these mistakes, which we consider grave ones, are afraid to put the finger 
on the sore spot. We also think that among some Greek comrades of the 
leadership there is lack of criticism and self-criticism, and that they pro- 
tect one another in a “comradely way" over the mistakes they have made. 


The Greek comrades of the leadership have been opposed to our opinions, which 
we have expressed to them in a comradely manner as internationalist conm- 
munists who are fighting for the same cause, who have great common interests, 
and who were profoundly sympathetic to the cause of the Greek people's war. 
They have not welcomed our criticisms. 


Whether we are right or wrong in these stands and views we have maintained, 
let Comrade Stalin tell us. We are ready to acknowledge any possible mistake 
amd to make self-criticism. The Central Committee of our party could not 
permit the leadership of the Greek Communist Party to have the centre of its 
activities in Albania, nor could it permit their troops to be organized and 
trained in our country in order to resume the war in Greece. I have said 
this, in a comradely way, to Comrade Nicos Zachariades, who had previously 
asked that the Greek refugees should gv to other countries, which in fact 

is what has happened with the majority of the refugees. The reference was 

to a limited number of them who were still in our country. We have never 
raised the question of expelling the Greek refugees from our country. How- 
ever, apart from the request made by Comrade Nicos himself, that the refugees 
go to other countries, logic forced us to the conclusion that, in the exist- 
ing situation, even those who had remained absolutely must leave Albania. 


These were some of the problems which I wanted to raise, and which we have 
raised both with the Greek comrades and in the letter addressed to you earl- 
ier, Comrade Stalin. 

"Have you finished"? Comrade Stalin asked. 

"I have finished,” I said. 

Nicos Zachariades Expresses His Views 

Then he called on Comrade Zachariades to speak. 

He began to defend Varkiza, stressing that the agreement signed there was not 


a mistake and expounded on this theme. He had expressed these same views to 
me previously. 


In order to explain the reason for the defeat, amongst other things, Zachariades 


raised the question: “If we had known in 1946 that Tito was going to betray, 
we would not have started the war against the Greek monarcho-fascists." Then 
he added some other “reasons” in order to explain the defeat, repeating that 








they lacked armaments, that though the Albanians had shared their own bread 
with the refugees, nevertheless they had raised obstacles, and so on. 
Zachariades raised some second-rate problems as questions of principle. 
Then he mentioned our request (which he himself had raised earlier) that 
those Greek democratic refugees who still remained should also leave Al- 
bania. According to him, this put an end to the Greek national liberation 
war. 


On this occasion, I want to express my impression that Comrade Nicos 
Zachariades was very intelligent and cultured, but, in my opinion, not 
sufficiently a Marxist. Despite the defeat they had suffered, he began to 
speak in defence of the strategy and tactics followed by the Greek democra- 
tic army, insist , that this strategy and tactics had been correct, that 
they could not !4* acted otherwise. He dwelt at length on this question. 
Thug, each of vs * -uck to his own position. 


This is what Ni. 4s Zachariades said. He spoke at least as long as I did, 
if not longer. 


Comrade Stalin and the other Soviet leading comrades listened to hin atten- 
tively. 


Stalin's Evaluation 


Comrade Enver Hoxha writes that then Stalin began to speak in the familiar 
calm way, just as we have known him whenever we have met him. He spoke in 
Simple, direct, and extremely clear terms. He said that the Greek people 
had waged a heroic war, during which they displayed their courage, but that 
there had also been mistakes. 


"As regards Varkiza, the Albanians are right," Stalin po‘nted out, and after 
analysing this problem, added: "You Greek comrades must understand that 
Varkiza was a major mistake. You should not have signed it ard should not 
have laid down your arms, because it has inflicted great harw on the Greek 
people's war." 


As regards the assessment of your strategy and tactics followed in the Greek 
democratic war, although it was a heroic war, again I think that the Al- 
banian comrades are righ’. You ought to have waged a partisan war, and then, 
from the phase of this war should have gone over to frontal wer. 


I criticized Comrade Enver Hoxha, telling him that he must not put the boot 
into a comrade when he is down, however, from what we heard here, it turns 
out that the Albanian comrades have maintained a correct stand towards your 
views and actions. The circumstances which had been created and the condi- 
tions of Albania were such that you could not stay in that country, because 
in this way the independence of the People’s Republic of Albania might 

have been placed in jeopardy. 











We complied with your request that all the Greek democratic refugees go to 
other countries and now all of them have been removed. Everything else, 
including the weapons, ammunition, etc., which the Albanian comrade took from 
tose Greek democratic soldiers who crossed the border and entered Albania, 
belonged to Albania, Stalin emphasized. Therefore, those weapons must re- 
main in Albania, he said, because, by accepting the Greek democratic soldiers, 


even though it disarmed them, still that country endangered its own independ- 
ence. 


As regards your opinion, according to which, ""'f we had known in 1946 that 
Tito was going to betray, we would not have started the war against ' « 
monarcho-fascists,” this is wrong, Stalin pointed out, because you must 

fight for the freedom of the people, even when you are encircled. However, 
if must be recognised that you were not in a situation of encirclement be- 
cause on your northern flank you had Albania and Bulgaria, all supported your 
just war. This is what we think, concluded Comrade Stalin and added: 


"What do you Albanian comrades, Hoxha and Shehu, think"? 


"We accept all your views," 


we replied. 
"And you Greek comrades, Zachariades and Partsalides, what do you say"? 


Comrade Nicos said: 


"You have helped us greatly. Now we understand that we have not acted cor- 
rectly and will try to correct our mistakes," and so on. 


"Very good," Stalin said. "Then, this matter is considered closed." 
Thus, the confrontation in the presence of Stalin was over. 


[To be continued] 
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EXTRACTS FROM ENVER HOXHA'S BOOK ON STALIN--PART VII 
AU271331 Tirana ATA in English 0900 GMT 27 Dec 79 AU 


[ATA headline: Part Seven--"Extracts From the Book of Comrade Enver Hoxha 
‘With Stalin’ (Memoirs)"] 


[Text] Tirana, 27 Dec (ATA)--Following extracts from Comrade Enver Hoxha's 
recollections at his fifth meeting with Stalin on April 1951, taken from his 
book "With Stalin" (Memoirs): 


The Fifth Meeting 
April 1951 


On the political, economic and social situation in Albania. External re- 
action aims to overthrow our peoples state power. The verdict of the court 
at the Hague. "The enemy's attempts are uncovered and defeated through a 
high vigilance and a resolutestand.” "Along with the construction of in- 
dustrial projects you must strengthen the working class and train cadres." 
On the collectivization of agriculture. "You need the Soviet specialists 
not to sit in offices, but help you in the field." Comrade Stalin severely 
criticizes a Soviet opera which paints the reality in rosy colour. At the 
19th Congress of the CPSU (B)--for the last time with unforgettable Stalin. 


In regard to the fifth meeting with Stalin which took place in April 195l, 
Comrade Enver Hoxha writes in his memoirs: 


The last meeting I had with Comrade Stalin took place in Moscow, in the 
evening of April 2, 1951, at 10.30 Moscow time. Molotov, Malenkov, Beria 
and Bulganin also took part in this meeting. 


During the talk various problems were touched on about the internal situa- 
tion in our party and state, about the economic problems especially in the 
sector of agriculture, about the economic agreements which could be concluded 
with various states, the strengthening of the work in our higher institutions, 
the problems of the international situation, etc. 
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First, I gave Comrade Stalin a general outline of the political situation in 
our country, the great work the party had done and was doing for the incul- 
cation of a lofty revolutionary spirit in the masses, the sound unity which 
had been created and was growing stronger day by day, in the party and among 
our people, and the great and unshakeable confidence the people had in the 
party. I told Comrade Stalin, “We shall ceaselessly consolidate these 
achievements while always re,aining vigilant and ready to defend the inde- 
pendence and freedom, the territorial integrity of our country and the 
victories of the people against any external or internal enemy who might 
attempt to threaten us. 


The British Imperialists Seized a Part of Our Gold, and Freeze It 


I also informed Comrade Stalin of the verdict of the court at the Hague, 
Comrade Enver Hoxha writes. 


"As I have told you earlier,” I said among other thing, "this court investi- 
gated the so-called Corfu Channel incident, and manipulated as it was by the 
Anglo-Americian imperialists, in the end unjustly condemned us and ordered 
us to pay the British an indemnity. We did not accept this arbitrary deci- 
sion, but the British seized our gold which the German Nazis had plundered 
from the former National Bank of Albania. When the gold plundered from the 
occupied countries and carrted away to Germany by the Nazis, was discovered, 
at its Brussels meetings in 1948, the Tripartite Commission charged with its 
distribution, allotted Albania a part of what belonged to it. Not the 
British has seized a part of our gold, have frozen it and do not allow us 

to withdraw it according to the decision taken in Brussels. 


Comrade Stalin Expressed His Joy Over the Strengthening of our Army and Its 
Ties With the People 


Close links, among the external enemies of our country, are now being estab- 
lished quite openly, I told Comrade Stalin. 


We have always been vigilant towards these attempts by external reaction and 
have always given all their attempts the reply they deserve. Our army and 
state security forces have made their major contribution in this direction. 
They have been ceaselessly strengthened, well-educated and are gradually 
being modernized, while mastering the Marxist-Leninist military art. Among 
other things I spoke about the powerful links of our army with the people, 
saying to Comrade Stalin that the people wholeheartedly love their army, and 
in case of an attack by foreigners, the whole of our people are ready to 
rise to defend the ireedom and independence of the country, the people's 
State power. 


After listening to my answers on these problems, Comrade Stalin began to 


speak, expressing his joy over the strengthening of our army and its links 
with the people, and among other things he advised: 
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In the present situation, you should guard against any danger from Yugoslavia. 
The Titoites have their ag-uts in your country, indeed they will smuggle in 
others. They want to »ctack you, but cannot because they fear the conse- 
quences. You should uot be afraid, but must set to work to strengthen the 
economy, to train the cadres, to strengthen the party, and to train the army, 
and must always be vigilant. With a strong party, economy and army, you 

need fear nobody. 


In the course of the talk I told Comrade Stalin of the great work being done 
in our country to strengthen the unity among the people and that between the 
people and the party. and of the blows we have dealt at the traitor and 
enemy elements within the country, I told him that we have shown no vacil- 
lation or opportunism in dealing with such elements, but have taken the 
necessary measures to avert any consequences of their hostile activity. 
Those who have filled the cup with their criminal and hostile activity, 

I told Comrade Stalin, have been handed over to our courts where they have 
received the punishment they deserved. 


"You have done well," Stalin said. "The enemy,” hx continued, “will even try 
to worm his way into the party, indeed into its Central Committee, but his 
attempts are uncovered and defeated through high vigilance and a resolute 
stand." 


Comrade Stalin's Keen Interest in Our Economic Situation and Policy of the 
Party in This Direction 


On this occasion, too, we had an extensive discussion with Comrade Stalin 
about our economic situatior., about the achievements and prospects of the 
economic and cultural development of our country. Amongst other things I 
told Comrade Stalin of the successes of the policy of the party in the so- 
cialist industrialization of the country and the development of agriculture 
and of some of our forecasts for the first five-year plan, 1951-1955. 


As always, Comrade Stalin showed keen interest in our economic situation 
and the policy of the party in this direction. He asked a series of ques- 
tions about when the textile combine, the sugar plant, and other industrial 
projects that were being built in our country, would be finished. Comrade 
Enver Hoxha writes that after listening to the answers to these questions 
Comrade Stalin said: We are happy to hear that you are building a series 
of industrial projects in your country. But I want to stress that along 
with the construction of industrial proejcts, you must give great importance 
to the strengthening of the working class and the training of cadres. The 
party should take particular care of the working class, which will increase 
and grow stronger day by day, parallel with the development of industry in 
Albania." 


"The question of the development and progress of agriculture has particular 
importance for us," I told Comrade Stalin, continuing my discourse, you 





know that ours is an agricultural country which has inherited great back- 
wardness from the past. Our aim has always been to increase the agricultural 
products and, bearing in mind that the greatest part of our agriculture con- 
sists of small private holdings, we have had and still have to take many 
steps in order to encourage and help the peasant to work better and produce 
more. We know that the only way to finally pull our agriculture out of its 
backwardness and put in on a sound basis for large-scale production is that 
of collectivization. But in this direction we have been and are cautious. 


"Have you many cooperatives now in Albania"? Comrade Stalin asked. 
"About 90," I replied. 


"What is their situation? How do the peasants live in these cooperatives?" 
he asked next. 


"Most of these cooperatives," I told Comrade Stalin in reply to his question, 
are not more than one or two years old. Nevertheless, some of them are 
already displaying their superiority over small fragmental individual hold- 
ings. The organized joint work, the continuous state aid for these coopera- 
tives with seeds, machinery, cadres, etc., has enabled them to put produc- 
tion on a sounder basis and to increase it. 


Stalin listened to me and advised: 


"You should not rush things in setting up other agricultural cooperatives. 
Try to strengthen the cooperatives you have, but you must see to it that 
the yields of creps in these cooperatives be high," he sa‘d. “In this 
way," ke went on, “the member will be satisfied with the g.od results of 
the production in the cooperative, and the other peasants will see this and 
will want to become collectivized, too." 


The talk with Comrade Stalin on the problems of our agriculture, on the 
state of our peasantry, on its traditions and mentality took up most of the 
time of this meeting. Comrade Stalin was eager to know as much information 
as possible, he was interested right down to the last detail, rejoiced over 
the successes but did not fail to make comradely criticism of us and give 
us valuable advice about how we should improve our work in the future. 





Several times in succession during this meeting Comrade Stalin inquired 
about our agricultural cooperatives, their present situation and their 
prospects for development. 


If the main directors of your agriculture have not seen how agricultural 
cooperatives are run and organized elsewhere, continued Comrade Stalin, 

it must be difficult for them to guide this work properly, therefore let 
them come and see it here, in the Soviet Union, to learn form our experience 
and take it back to the Albanian farmers. 











As on All Other Occasions Comrade Stalin Received Our Requests fer Aid With 
Generosity 


In what I said, I also told Comrade Stalin about the need to establish eco- 
nomic agreements with other states. After hearing me out, Comrade Stalin 
addressed the words to me: "We are not opposed to this, on the contary, we 
consider it a very good thing." 


In the course of the talk I also raised with Comrade Stalin some problems 
concerning aid from the Soviet state for the development of our economy and 
culture. As on all other occasious, Comrade Stalin received our requests 
with generosity. 


The, looking me straight in the eye, Comrade Stalin said: 


"We understand your situation correctly, that is why we have helped and will 
help you even mre. But I have a criticism of you, Albanian comrades: I 

have studied your requests and have noted that you have not made many requests 
for agriculture. You want more aid fcr industry, but industry cannot stand 

on its feet and make progress without agriculture. With this, comrades, I 
mean that you must devote greater atteution to the development of agricul- 
ture. We have sent you adviser to help you in your economic problems," he 
added, “but it seems to me they are no good." 


"They have assisted us," I intervened, but Stalin unconvinced about what I 
said concerning the Soviet councillors, repeated his opinion, then, with 
a smile he asked me: 


"What did you do with the seed of the Georgian maize I gave you, did you 
plant it or did you throw it out the window"? 


I felt I was blushing because he had me in a fix, and I told him that we 
had distributed it to some zones, but I had not inquired about the results. 
This was a good lesson to me, when I returned to Tirana, I inquired and 

the comrades told me that it had given amazingly good results, that farmers 
who had sown it had taken in 70 quintals per hectare, and everywhere there 
is talk of the Georgian maize which our peasants call "Stalin's gift." 


"The seed of maize I gave you can be increased rapidly and you can spread 
it all over Albania," Comrade Stalin said and asked: 


"Have you special institutions for seed selection"? 


"Yes," I said, “we have set up a sector for seed attacked to the Ministry 
of Agriculture 2nd shall strengthen and extend it in the future.” 


"You will do well." Comrade Stalin said. "The people of that sectors must 
have a thorough knowledge of what kinds of plants and seeds are most 











suitable for the various zones of the country and must see to getting them. 
From us, too, you should ask for and get seeds which produce two or three 
times the yield. I have told you before that we shall help you with all 
our possibilities, but the main thing is your own work, Comrades, the great 
and ceaseless work for the all-round development of your country, industry, 
agriculture, culture and defence." 


"We shall certainly carry out your instructions Comrade Stalin." I said and 
expressed my heartfelt thanks for the warm and friendly reception, and the 
valuable advice and instructions he gave us. 


Comrade Stalin Severely Criticizes a Soviet Opera Which Paints the Reality 
in Rosy Colours 


This time writes Comrade Enver Hoxha I stayed in the Soviet Union for the 
whole of April. 


Some days after this meeting, on April 6, I went to the "Bolshoi Theatre" 
to see the new opera, "From the Depths of Heart" which, as I was told before 
the performance, dealt with the new life in the collective farm village. 
That same evening Comrade Stalin, too, had come to see this opera. He sat 
in the box of the first floor closest to the stage, whereas I, together with 
two of our comrades and two Soviet comrades who accompanied us, was in the 
box in the second floor, on the opposite side. 


The next day I was told that Stalin had made a very severe criticism of this 
opera, which had already been extolled by some critics as a musical work of 
value. 


I was told that Cormade Stalin had criticized the opera, because it did not 
reflect the life in the collectivized village correctly and objectively. 
Comrade Stalin had said that in his work life in the collective farm has been 
idealized, truthfulness had suffered, the struggle of the masses against vari- 
ous shortcomings and difficulties was not reflected, and everything was 
covered with a false lustre and the dangerous idea that "everything is going 
smoothly and well." 


Later this opera was criticized in the central party organ also and I under- 
stood Stalin's deep concern over such phenomena which bore in themselves 
the seeds of great danger in the future. 


Everywhere We Were Aware of the Love and Respect for the Albanian People 
the Great Stalin, Had Inculcated in the Ordinary Soviet People 


From the unforgettable visits of these days, Comrade Enver Hoxha writes 
further on in his memoirs, what I did at Stalingrad remains firmly fixed in 
my mind. There, amongst other things, I went to the Mamayev Kurgan Hill. 
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The fighters of the Red Army, with the name of Stalin on their lips, de- 
fended the hill not inch by inch but miliimetre by millimetre, in the years 
of the anti-Hitlerite war. The soil of Mamayev Kurgan was literally plowed, 
and its configuration was changed many times over by the terrible bombard- 
ment. From the hill covered with flowers and grass it was before the famous 
battle of Stalingrad, it turned into a place covered with iron and steel, 
with the remains of tanks which had crashed into one another. I stopped 

and respectfully took a handful of earth from this hill, which is a symbol 
of the feats of heroism of Stalin's soldier, and later, when I returned to 
Albania, I donated it to the museum of the National Liberation War in Tirana. 


From Mamayev Kurgan, the city of Stalingrad, with the broad Volga River wind- 
ing its way through it, was spread before my eyes. In this legendary city, 
on the basis of Stalin's plan for the attack on the Hitlerite hordes, the 
Soviet soldiers wrote glorious pages of history. They triumphed over the 

Nazi aggressors, and this marked the beginning of the change of direction of 
the entire development of World War II. This city, which bears the name of 
the great Stalin, was devastated, razed to the ground, turned into a heap of 
ruins, but did not surrender. 


Quite another picture was spread before me now. The city, ravaged by the 
war, had been rebuilt from its foundations, with amazing speed. The new 
multi-storied blocks of flats, socialcultural institutions, schools, uni- 
versities, cinemas, hospitals, modern factories and plants, the beautiful 

new broad avenues, had entirely changed the appearance of the city. The 
streets were lined with green-leafed trees, the parks and gardens were filled 
with flowers and children. I also visited the tractor plant of this city 

and met many workers. 


"...We love the Albanian people very much and now in peacet.me we are work- 
ing for them, too," a worker of this plant told me. "We shall send the 
Albanian peasnats even more tractors, this is what Stalin wants and has 
ordered." 


Everywhere we were aware of the love and respect the great Stalin, the dear 
and unforgettable friend of the Albanian people and the Party of Labour 
of Albania, had inculcated in the ordinary Soviet people. 


Thus ended this visit to the Soviet Union, during which I had my last direct 
meeting with the great Stalin, of whom, as I have said at other times, I 
retain indelible memories and impressions which will remain with me all 

my Jife. 


The Party of Labour of Albania Pledged That It Would Hold High the Title of 
"Shock Brigade" and That It Would Guard the Teachings and Instructions of 
Stalin, The Apple of Its Eye 


In October 1952, Comrade Enver Hoxha writes further on I went to Moscow again 
at the head of the delegation of the Party of Labour of Albania to take part 











in the 10th Congres of the CPSU (B). There I saw the unforgettable Stalin 
for the last time, there, for the last time I heard his voice, so warm and 
inspiring. There, after showing that the bourgeoisie had openly spurned the 
banner of democratic freedoms, sovereignty and independence, from the Tribune 
of the Congress, he addressed the communist and democratic parties which 
still had not taken power, in the historic words: "I think it is you tha 
must raise this banner,...and carry it forward if you want to rally around 
yourselves the majority of the population...if you want to be the patriots 

of your country, if you want to become the leading force of the nation. 

There is nobody else who can raise it." 


I shall always retain fresh and vivid in my mind how he looked at that moment 
when from the Tribune of the Congress he enthused our hearts when he called 
the communist parties of the socialist countries “shock brigades of the 

world revolutionary movement." 


From those days we pledged that the Party of Labour of Albania would hold 

high the title of "shock brigade" and that it would guard the teachings and 
instructions of Stalin as the apple of its eye, as an historic behest, and 
would carry them all out consistently. We repeated this solemn pledge in 

the days of the great grief, when the immortal Stalin was taken from us, and 
we are proud that our party, as the Stalin's shock brigade has never gone back 
on {ts word, has never been and never will be guided by anything other than 
the teachings of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, the pupil and consistent 
continuer of their work, our beloved friend, the glorious leader, Joseph 
Vissarionovich Stalin, Comrade Enver Hoxha writes in conclusion. 
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